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Abstract: Drugs and drug related behaviour have always been subjected to processes of social
construction and moral valuation. The aim of this article is to explore the role of drugs in discourses
about immigration and to highlight the social implications of this. Twenty-two narrative interviews of
native people in different districts of diverse cities of Valencia Community (Spain) were analysed
according to a sociological discourse analysis model. Clear differentiation can be seen between the
image of heroin addicts native to the districts themselves and the image of Latin-American
immigrants who abuse alcohol. While the former were described with empathy and pity as victims
of social problems and drugs, immigrants were seen as intruders, threatening coexistence in the
district. These differences in discourse can lead to different social practices and therefore to the
marginalisation of immigrants using their alcohol abuse as an argument.
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1. Introduction

The analysis of discourse in social sciences, based above all on FOUCAULT's
work and developed along different lines of Critical Discourse Analysis
(FAIRCLOUGH, 1995; JAGER, 1999; LACLAU & MOUFFE, 1985; VAN DIJK,
1993a; WODAK, 1996), has been used on several occasions to reveal racism in
different spheres of contemporary societies both in Spain (ARAMBURU OTAZU,
2002; BANON HERNANDEZ, 2002) and in other parts of the world (MALLINSON
& BREWSTER, 2005; MANERI & TER WAL, 2005; TILBURY & COLIC-
PEISKER, 2006; VAN DIJK, 1993b, 2005). In Spain, where immigration is still a
recent phenomenon, there is major interest in the process of the new residents’
full integration into society, which also means integration into the social
imagination of what society is. [1]

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/
Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research (ISSN 1438-5627)



FQS 10(1), Art. 7, Benno Herzog, Esperanza Gémez-Guardeiio, Victor Agullé-Calatayud,
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent & Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian: Discourses on Drugs and Immigration:
The Social Construction of a Problem

Spain has gone from being a country with high emigration to the country with the
highest rate of immigration in Europe (EUROSTAT, 2005). In 2000 the municipal
census only recorded 923,879 foreigners in Spain, while in 2006 the country had
3,884,573 foreign nationals, equivalent to 8.75% of the overall population (INE
2000, 2006). Perceptions of the presence of migrants seeking work in
metropolitan areas tend to be stronger, since there is in fact a stronger
concentration of working migrants in the cities and industrial centres. For this
reason cities are of specific interest for research into forms of exclusion and also
of coexistence (CUCO | GINER, 2004). [2]

Studies on the social perception of immigrants and ethnic minorities all over the
world show that there is a negative representation which often links immigration
with criminality, social problems, lack of civic safety and with drug dealing or drug
abuse (ARAMBURU OTAZU, 2002; GUTIERREZ CRUZ, AGULLO TOMAS,
RODRIGUEZ SUAREZ & AGULLO TOMAS, 2004; MANERI & TER WAL, 2005;
NAVAS LUQUE, GARCIA FERNANDEZ, ROJAS TEJADA, PUMARES
FERNANDEZ & CUADRADO GUIRADO, 2006). The fields with negative
connotations are openly or latently used in discourses, as an argument to convey
rejection of the immigrant population. The notion of "discourse" as it is used in
this article refers to a structured and institutionalized way of speaking whose rules
of creation can be brought to light and can be an object of social analysis
(FOUCAULT, 1972; LINK, 1986). These rules limit and structure the way subjects
talk. In this sociological discourse model it is assumed that discourses and non-
discursive reality (e.g. social action, institutions) do influence one another. [3]

When talking about drug consumption, different discourses can be identified.
Although judiciary and police discourses of criminalisation and rejection are
prevalent in the field of social representations of drug users, there is also a
relationship between drug-dependence and concepts of iliness, a need for help,
and weakness. This leads to discourses with a medical-sanitary and socio-
cultural framework (BERJANO PEIRATS, PONS DIEZ & LLOPIS GOIG, 1996;
ROMANI, 1997). [4]

Furthermore, the term "drug" itself is not clearly defined and its definition is
embattled in an entangled web of discourses from the legal, medical and moral
spheres (ESCOHOTADO, 2000). Its current definition often refers to the term
"addiction", but this medical term is itself an innovation of the modern age, since
the abuse of substances had been considered in older discourses more as a
moral fragility (BAILEY, 2005; HAMMERSLEY & REID, 2002; REINARMAN,
2005). The word "addiction" is today used to refer to a large number of practices
not only connected with the use of substances. [5]

The lack of coherence in the use of concepts in discourses on drugs and drug-
use manifests underlying social conflicts (BROOK & STRINGER, 2005). Thus, an
analysis of the use of these terms can help in understanding these subjacent
conflicts. [6]
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In discourses in which drugs and immigration or ethnic minorities appear, there is
a vivid interchange of stereotypes and prejudices. Nightmare stories from the
USA about crack use by Afro-Americans in comparison to the image of white
cocaine consumption (REINARMAN & DUSKIN, 1992; ZERAI & BANKS, 2002)
draw on both the negative image of the drug itself and the socio-cultural
stereotypes of its users. ROOM (2005) describes how drug use can thus become
an ethnic marker and strengthen social differentiation. [7]

Two highly disputed discursive lines, decisive for future models of coexistence,
cross over in discourses on immigration and drugs. These discourses reveal key
tools for integrative policies and social inclusion on the one hand, or for
repressive policies and marginalisation by depersonalisation and stigmatisation of
large social groups on the other. The main aim of this article is to explore the role
of drugs in discourses about immigration and to highlight the social implications
of this. This implies an analysis of a) the assignation of group belonging, b) the
attribution of certain types of practices to these groups and c) the valuation of
these practices (HOLZ, 2001). [8]

2. Methodology and Design of the Study

Twenty-two semi-structured, narrative interviews were held with Spanish
nationals older than 15 years of age and of both sexes, of different ages and
socio-economic status and from the districts of Alicante, Castellén and Valencia
(Appendix 1). The study was funded by the regional administration (Generalitat
Valenciana) and by a research the grant "V Segles" of the University of Valencia.

[9]

Interview partners were recruited with the help of neighbourhood associations
and were sampled through socio-economic criteria such as sex, age, profession
and district. [10]

Before starting the interviews the participants were assured of anonymity and
confidentiality and informed that the average length of the interview would be
roughly one hour. They were also informed they would be reimbursed for their
time and participation in the form of a gift voucher worth 15 Euros. After this
introduction there was a chance to ask questions and clear up any doubts. They
were finally asked to give their consent to record the interview. Then the interview
started according to the schedule previously established. All the interviews were
recorded and transcribed in full. [11]

In the interviews social change in the neighbourhood was presented as the
central topic by the interviewer, so as not to introduce or construct migration or
drugs as social problems and thus influence the discourse. Nevertheless
immigration always arose spontaneously as an issue in the interviews although
the subject of drugs had to be brought up by the interviewers at times. When
asked for general reflections on either topic and later on for specific examples for
these, statements of varying levels of abstraction and circumspection were
obtained from participants. These statements were later on subjected to a
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discourse analysis, to make explicit the strategies and effects of inclusion,
exclusion or simply differentiation. [12]

The analysis consisted of two stages; a surface analysis and an interpretative
analysis (DIAZ-BONE, 2005). [13]

In the surface analysis the text was reviewed and codified through heuristic
questions, which acted as the first tool for heading into the discourse and which
had the aim of allowing to appear the main categories for later interpretative
analysis:

1. How are "the others" denominated by the interlocutors and what categories
are designated to their own group?

2. Which possibilities and strategies for distinguishing the two groups had been
applied?

3. What attributes are assigned to both groups and how are these attributes
valued?

4. What are the relations between both groups, that is, of what type and of what
frequency are these?

5. Where do the interlocutors position themselves in relation to other social
actors and what reasons do they give for their self-definition (distance vs.
identification)?

6. What topics of discussion arise and how are the actors introduced in these?

7. What actions are attributed to the different actors, particularly in the field of
drugs, and what causes of actions are presented (presence/absence of
explanations and personal and group responsibilities vs. circumstantial
responsibilities)?

8. What rhetoric are there and what function do they have?

9. What strategies are possible (degree of freedom), what are the ones chosen
and why are these chosen and not others?

10. How are paradoxes and contractions dealt with? [14]

This part of the analysis provided the categories, classifications, notions, themes
and strategies for the later interpretative analysis. Diverse categories of social
groups were identified, such as national, ethnic or regional groups, to which
valuations had been assigned. The topics on immigration which came out were of
social deviation, criminality, conflict and also alcohol abuse. It became clear at
this stage that semantic and rhetorical strategies were being used by
respondents to a great extent, sidestepping personal responsibility for what was
said (GOTSBACHNER, 2001; KLEINER, 1998). [15]

In the interpretative analysis (DIAZ-BONE, 2004, 2005) the relations between the
discursive objects found in the previous stage were explored. Little by little, in
circular movements, this helped to detect networks, similarities, differences,
references, causal connections, etc. The term abductive method (PEIRCE, 1998)
has been coined for this technique, which ALONSO (1998) compares with
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Sherlock Holmes' detective method and FOUCAULT (1972) with archaeology,
and which does not correspond to the deductive model nor the inductive one. The
main foci of interest here are the rules for such relations and on the linking
chains, the classifications and oppositions and the common denominators of the
parts of the discourse. [16]

Sociological discourse analysis, to avoid a common misunderstanding, is not a
linguistic or hermeneutical one (KELLER, 2005). The social sense which is the
object of this analysis does not lie in the subjects themselves but in a supra-
individual social structure. Thus sociological discourse analyses aim to analyse
social structures by focusing on discourses. Therefore, the present work presents
the findings of a study about structural social marginalisation by the use of
specific images related to drug abuse. [17]

It must be further stressed that this article does not pretend to present a
quantification of qualitative data (which would require a far larger number of
interviews) but tries to find the rules of one or more discourses by deciphering the
subjacent structure of discourse production. Therefore the analysis was stopped
when theoretical saturation was reached and the interpretation of more interviews
did not bring up new insights. [18]

3. Results

In the interviews only exceptionally illegal drugs were linked to immigration by the
interviewees. By locating the interviews in the interlocutors' districts, and by
asking about their own experiences and observations, most of those interviewed
kept away from clichés produced by media discourses and there were a number
of differentiations both between different drugs and between their users, and
hence of different groups of immigrants. But these differentiations do not imply
social images without prejudices and arbitrary standpoints. [19]

When tackling the matter of drugs, not all the substances scientifically considered
addictive come up in the conversation. The statements made dealt only with a
small number of drugs whose positions are not legitimated by the number of
users. So, for example, in no interview was the matter of sleeping pills dealt with.
Neither was public consumption a decisive factor in the importance given by the
interviewees to the drug use, as tobacco dependency remained practically
unmentioned. Finally, the illegal nature of the drugs was determinant for their
discursive relevance, since alcohol was indeed talked about. [20]

Making some groups of drugs a subject of discussion in the interviews is
explained by the prominent role that these have in different public discourses and
their connectivity with other discourses such as those of criminality, social
distress or deviant conduct. This does not refer to a tautology, but to a discursive
spiral which has several actors and several possibilities of connection with other
discourses. [21]
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Though cocaine, pills and cannabis were also mentioned, there were many more
statements made by interviewees about heroin and alcohol. As the problems
related to these two types of drugs corresponded in the social perception to
different social groups, the following analysis is centred on the differences
between these groups found in the interviews. [22]

3.1 Heroin and its local users

The group of drugs most talked about, along with alcohol, is that of opiates, and
specifically, heroin. What is more, heroin is often seen as synonymous of "the
drug" and the only drug linked in the discourse to addiction, in the way, that
heroin consumption was always understood as an addiction. But addiction is not
the only reason for the prominent position of heroin in these discourses. There
are several reasons why there is an extremely vivid public discourse about heroin:
the criminality linked with both the dealing and the obtaining of economic
resources by the users, the visibility of its consumption and of its users, and many
other social problems connected with heroin such as AIDS. This could be an
indication of a discursive spiral in which negative topics can be connected and
nourish each other. [23]

As a first result it should be stated that the image of the social group connected
with heroin is that of Spanish people and has nothing to do with immigration,
since heroin consumption is a phenomenon which boomed in the 1980s and early
1990s, that means, before the arrival of large groups of immigrants to Spain.
However, it is worthwhile observing the way heroin and its consumers is talked
about:

"Well some really bad, really bad ... We've seen people die in the neighbourhood
through drugs and AIDS. It's terrible. Some very young people have died ... through
overdoses or AIDS, it's terrible. It's a drama, a family drama; it all goes on so close to
your own home" (female, Age: 40).

"What | mean for example is that there was a group of young people and almost all of
them have died—it's a real misery. Why? | can't remember, if it was heroin or what,
but a lot of people from around this neighbourhood have gone through it. The last one
to die was Alberto, a really lovely person. He died five or six years ago and it was a
whole group, a generation of boys and girls who have fallen, listen, it was a misery
seeing them at the street. How they were, little by little degrading themselves. They
all met in a small park and it was a real misery. A real misery, till the last one died,
Alberto. [...] But anyway, these people were self-destructive, only themselves. It didn't
occur to them to sell. Because they were people of the same neighbourhood"
(female, 50). [24]

In the first example, the speaker is using the plural form referring to the
community in the neighbourhood. The victims are the people who die and the
interviewee underlines that these were "very young people". Furthermore there is
empathy: the situation was happening in the district and because of being a
witness it also affects the respondent. "Drugs" and "AIDS" were named as

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/



FQS 10(1), Art. 7, Benno Herzog, Esperanza Gémez-Guardeiio, Victor Agullé-Calatayud,
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent & Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian: Discourses on Drugs and Immigration:
The Social Construction of a Problem

responsible actors in this story. The interviewee repeats these social actors twice
("drug/overdoses" and "AIDS") and the fact that it is "terrible" and a "drama. It is
stated that it is a "family drama" which provides the link throughout the concept of
family from the interviewee to the family and finally to the direct victims. The
family context thus produces empathy and helps bridging towards the whole
community in the neighbourhood. [25]

Finally the closeness is expressed in a double sense using the expression "so
close to your own home". First of all, it refers to a physical, concrete closeness:
the drug addicts and the dead were located only a few meters away from the
interviewee's own residence. At the same time the home is the privacy, the centre
of life which needs to be protected, where the family is and which is threatened
by the drug. In this last sentence the second singular form is used including also
the interviewer into the empathic group. [26]

The speaking subject (BUHRMANN & SCHNEIDER, 2007) positioned oneself as
co-affected by a social and health problem and as empathic towards the families
and the victims of heroin. Due to this (co-)affection and empathy the interviewee
appears as also being threatened. In the classification there is a dualism: on the
one hand "the neighbourhood", the families, and "very young people" and on the
other hand "drugs" and "AIDS". This leads to a specific phenomenal structure,
defined as the use of arguments, moral valuations, causes, results and
responsibilities (KELLER, 2007). In the case described it is the story of the
interviewee's own group being threatened by the drug. The very core of life
(family, home) as a value is exposed to an external danger. All this is presented
in a highly dramatic narrative structure. [27]

In the second quote, the interviewee talks about "people", "boys and girls" of the
"neighbourhood" and even knows one of them by name and describes him as "a
really lovely person". Again, empathy is described various times by expressing
that it is a "misery". This quotation is part of the same discourse as the former
one. The victims are the people of the neighbourhood of whom the drug addicts
are a part. The term that they were "degrading" themselves refers to an action
and shows that they are not only helpless victims of the drug as it appears in the
first quotation. But there can also be seen that in this context they do not harm
anyone else, especially no one of the neighbourhood but only themselves. This
fact is repeated by the respondent and as a reason she states that they were
people "of the same neighbourhood". [28]

In short it can be stated that:

« The heroin users of the same neighbourhood are seen with empathy and pity.

+ They are included into the own group of reference by the link of family and
neighbourhood.

« They do not harm the neighbourhood or their own reference group.
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+ Responsibility for the situation is attributed to concepts like "drugs" and
"AIDS".

« Drug addicts are described as victims and other people of the neighbourhood
are co-affected. [29]

In this last point, the co-affection of the neighbourhood, heroin users are seen to
pass on their self-degradation to the whole district. Even though there is no direct
relationship between immigration and heroin, however, in the social imagination
one of these could be described as the functional equivalent of the other. The
common denominator of degradation enables a conversational strategy to start
with one of these topics and switch on to the other:

"Junkies were found dead for example, through settling scores or | don't know

what ... a pool of blood around them, near the schools [...] Now it's more hidden
away, you have to go into a particular alley and you can see things going on, but shall
we say those images have been cleaned up a bit and then anyway it continues to be
grey, a depressed area, an area with a lot of immigration now ..." (male, 25). [30]

What immigration and heroin have in common is that they degrade the
neighbourhood for the interlocutors. That is why some of the respondents used a
conversation strategy to start with one and go on with the other, which is more
than a pure juxtaposition, yet it has a common denominator. The common
denominator is degradation, in the previous quotation described as "depressed
area". Also it is not clear here if immigration is seen as a cause of depression or
just another synonym of it. Migration is clearly linked to the degradation of the
district and therefore also to the drug addicts although there is no direct relation
between both. [31]

3.2 Alcohol and its Latin-American users

"You can often see immigrants drunk on the ground and things like that. But anyway,
you've always seen things like that in this area. If it wasn't immigrants it would be
junkies ... or someone else, anyway ..." (male, 25).

This statement, which directly introduces the replacement of the figure of the
"junky" with that of the immigrant through the subject of the abuse of drugs, leads
straight into the group of alcohol and Latin immigration. Alcohol, though not a
drug connected with illegality, gets its discursive treatment through the
relationship with deviant behaviour, that is, alcohol only becomes a social
problem and thus part of the discourses on social problems when it is connected
with unwanted conduct. Alcohol consumed on less visible or socially more
accepted occasions did not arise as subject in any of the interviews. In the
interviews held in this study of neighbourhoods without real bars or leisure areas,
the group with which alcohol consumption was related was almost exclusively that
of Latin American immigrants. It is this group which, in addition to heroin addicts,
produces the most comments during the interviews. But the discourse of alcohol
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abuse by Latin Americans differed in a substantial way to that of autochthonous
heroin abuse:

"There are for example South Americans who finish work on a Friday and start
drinking until Sunday night. And they put their music on loud in the early hours of the
morning because it's a day off for them. They are accustomed to doing it that way.
Then, if twenty-two of the flats in a building of thirty families are taken by people ...
people who have that custom, all we can do is shut up and endure it? And that
creates a lot of problems, yes indeed, a lot of problems. The police know because
they get called all the time and this group ... they are mainly the South Americans. It's
a noise level, above all in summer. In winter when you close the windows and it gets
dark early you can close everything and more or less get by, but in summer when it's
hot and you have to sleep with your window open, it starts to get really troublesome.
And then ... they are argumentative ... they have another way of life ..." (female, 40). [32]

The interviewee repeats a complaint which could be heard quite often during the
interviews: the trouble produced by Latin American immigrants abusing alcohol.
She starts describing a situation in which not the whole group of Latin American
immigrants but only some of them play a role ("there are ... South Americans").
The behaviour is described as drinking from Friday to Sunday. Here it could be
asked if it is an exaggeration or if the respondent is so distanced from the group
that for her there is no difference in whether they really are the same people who
drink on Friday and Sunday. But drinking alcohol is not the only problem. The
problem is the behaviour related to that binge drinking in this case introduced as
putting "their music on loud in the early hours of the morning". The explication
given for this is their "custom”. This custom in connection with the huge amount
of immigrants who follow this custom converts drinking into a social problem.
Here the idea is that immigration becomes a problem especially when appearing
in large numbers. The quantity of immigrants given by the interviewee (73%, 22
of 30 flats) shows, that immigration is seen as a large amount. In comparison to
the statistical dates of this area where less than 13% belong to the group of Latin
Americans, the distortion in the social perception can be seen easily. The social
problem which emerges as a result identifies the interviewee together with "us"
("we") as victims who cannot do anything else than "shut up and endure it". She
repeats various times that there are "a lot of problems". [33]

Until now it was a story about "them" and "us" but now a new social actor is
introduced: the police. Here it could be read as a symptom of the importance of
the problem because the police usually are intervening only in more or less
serious problems, but it could be understood also as testimonial and for
confirming the truth of what was said ("The police know"). Interesting here is the
change towards the passive voice. "They get called" does not reveal who is
calling. It could be deduced that the calls come from the own group but this
formerly was described as only passive victims of the situation ("shut up and
endure it"). Therefore the only way not to disturb that dichotomy between threat
and victims is by not naming who calls the police. In fact the natives are
described as trying to protect themselves in a passive way: they close the
windows in order not to hear the noise outside which enables them to "get by"
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"more or less". But this means that the situation in summer gets "really trouble-
some". At the end it is stated as especially negative, that "they are argumen-
tative". Again it is not said with whom they have the arguments. The role of the
own group is not clear and it could be speculated that the immigrants discuss with
the police. As a reason for that behaviour the "way of life" is named. [34]

In this short quotation almost all components of the discourse about Latin
Americans and drugs appear, with a dichotomisation between "them" and "us";
Latin Americans demonstrating threatening behaviour and creating social
problems through binge drinking and an elevated noise level on the one hand,
and indigenous locals as passive victims on the other. Although the speaker
starts talking about only some South Americans, the behaviour is linked later on
with the whole group through the concepts of "custom" and "way of life". In this
way, all the Latin Americans living in the 22 out of 30 flats are part of the
problematic group. The victims only are part of the speaker’s own group and
there is no place for the possibility that some Latin Americans might also feel
bothered or upset by the noise. They are "accustomed" and therefore do not
suffer in the same way as the natives. The suffering becomes exclusive to the
native group. That means that there is a dichotomisation together with a
homogenisation of both groups and an ontologisation of the behaviour as part of
a fixed and invariant custom. The behaviour of the "others" therefore is described
as dispositional and the problem is pointed out. So even when culture, custom or
way of life are used as an excuse for negative behaviour, this ultimately leads to
a static opposition between "them" and "us". Finally there is exaggeration when
the members of other groups are presented as a demographic majority. In the
structure of aggressors and victims, the interviewee situates herself clearly in the
group of the victims. [35]

Taking a Foucaultian approach towards power, it could be seen here that the
situation is defined in repressive terms (ROMANI, 1997) and not, as in the case
of the native heroin users, in social and sanitarian terms. The appearance of the
police shows the material impact of this discourse. The solution offered (and
chosen by some people not mentioned) is to call the police. Other strategies
related to a social and sanitary model, like help, information, etc., were not
mentioned. By identifying the situation in the described way the only possible
solution presented is the one linked to repression. [36]

It could be argued that as alcohol use is not linked discursively to addiction like it
is in the case of heroin, abusing alcohol is seen therefore as more negatively in a
moral way, which would explain the differences in the discourses. In this case, the
fact that there is freedom to use alcohol without abusing it, could make the abuse
seem as a voluntary act and therefore appear in a far more negative light. But in
the case of young autochthonous binge drinking it shows that an alternative
discourse is possible also in the case of alcohol. Only in a few interviews the
theme of binge drinking by local youth arose, but nevertheless it is worthwhile
quoting an example:
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"This is a challenge that they ... we have as local residents, to get some sports
facilities, because we can't attempt to get young people out ... that they get out of the
square, drinking down litres of beer if they don't have anywhere to go and play
football, for instance. Neither is there any willingness to get that done, so it's serious
that we can't say to young people that they have resources in some way and there is
a mechanism, so that they are not just drinking beer and there is more to life than
that. There is no political interest in changing it either, because if the kids ... do sports
it even works out expensive. It costs them money out of their own pocket, and it
shouldn't have to be like that. Well that's the way | see it anyway. Because you want
to facilitate their lives and help kids to have a healthy life and not to get into drugs and
all that, because apart from the beer they take other stuff, and then it's hard to give
them a quality or prospects in life, if we don't give them the resources, don't you
think?" (female, 53) [37]

Various aspects are remarkable in this fragment. The interviewee does not part
from a problem, but from a challenge which is faced by the people in the
neighbourhood to whom the speaker includes herself using the first person plural.
While in the case of the Latin Americans the problematic side of the situation was
stressed, the challenge here is not linked to a problem but towards a solution in
form of sports facilities where the "young people" can spend their leisure time.
There is the idea of an action by the neighbours expressed ("to get young people
out") and by the young people ("they get out"). The lack of willingness probably
refers to the political sphere. Because of this lack, the situation is "serious" but
the reason for that situation does not lie in the youth but in the incompetence of
"us" to show them alternatives. There is a complaint about the lack of "political
interest" and of the fact that doing sports "costs them money out of their own
pocket". It is the task of politics—or more generally speaking—of society as a
whole to "facilitate their lives", to "help kids to have a healthy life", to prevent
them from getting "into drugs”, and therefore "we" have to give them "prospects"”
and "resources". The structural background can be seen here as a direct cause
for the behaviour of the young people. The alarmist tone at the end is not the
result of any concern for the interviewee's own condition, but out of concern for
young people. She is afraid that these should "get into" drug-taking, while in the
case of immigrants the main fear was for the tranquillity of the interlocutor's own
situation. [38]

4. Conclusions

Stereotypes of cocaine and synthetic drugs and their local consumers could not
be seen in the interviews, and neither could the stereotype of cannabis and North
African traffickers. Two opposed images can be discerned: heroin addicts from
the neighbourhood and Latin-American immigrants consuming alcohol. In the
comparison between the discourses about these two groups, some clear
differences can be seen. The discourse about the local population as drug-takers
is a discourse in which the threat for the group itself by drugs and social problems
predominates. The discourses on immigrants as consumers focus on the threat
to the locals and to social coexistence through immigration. [39]
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The heroin addicts of the neighbourhood itself were described with empathy and
pity while the behaviour of the Latin-American population is negatively dramatised
and generalised. The local consumers were put forward as victims, both of drugs
and of social problems, and a socio-sanitary model of discourse predominated. In
the case of Latin-Americans, naming structural problems acted as a rhetorical
background for developing a negative discursive structure on immigration,
applying a juridical-repressive discursive model (BROOK & STRINGER, 2005;
ROMANI, 1997). In the case of local people however, structural explanations
were used as an excuse and for victimisation. The negative behaviour of local
drug-users was not identified as a further topic for further discussion, and it was
affirmed that the heroin addicts in the district itself only harmed themselves but
not society because they did not sell drugs. Latin-Americans, by contrast, were
seen to threaten the peace in the neighbourhood by means of collective binge-
drinking. Table 1 shows the main aspects of the narrative structure of this
hegemonic discourse.

Natives Latin Americans
Problem drugs, AIDS, social immigration, antisocial
problems behaviour of immigrants
Relation to the do not do any direct harm to |threaten the peace in the
neighbourhood area the area area
Victims drug addicts as main victims | native neighbours as main
victims
Subject position of natives | empathy towards drug conflict between natives and
addicts and their families; immigrants; immigrants do
interviewee, drug addicts not belong to the same
and their families belong to | group as interviewee
the same "neighbourhood"
group

Table 1: Aspects of the narrative structure of the hegemonic discourses about native
heroin user and Latin American alcohol consumption [40]

These differences can be seen as being part of a general dichotomisation
between "us" and "the others" in discourses about migration and ethnic minorities
(ARAMBURU, 2002; VAN DIJK, 1993b, 2005) as the discourse about immigration
and drugs fits perfectly into a general discursive structure of migration
discourses. The clear differentiation of both groups, the victimisation of the own
group and the perception of "the others" as problematic are results of every study
on migration discourses (ibid.). [41]

In general discourse about migrants the actions ascribed to that group tend to be

negative conduct. In our own investigation we found—amongst others—illegal
activities, noise, not taking care of children and commercial competition as
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examples of negative conduct. There was also reproduction of the urban legend’
that foreign traders do not pay taxes. The list of instances of undesirable conduct
by immigrants is long, while that of undesirable conduct by local people is
reduced to anecdotes?®. While immigrants display such behaviour as members of
the immigrant group, locals display such conduct as proper to deviant individuals.
The structures of stories about immigration tend to be similar. "The others" are
actors with undesirable modes of conduct and "we" are victims who suffer the
consequences. [42]

These differences and similar findings as for example the important role of black
crack use in the U.S. public discourse (REINARMAN & DUSKIN, 1992; ZERAI &
BANKS, 2002) can be explained if one understands the analysis of discourses as
the analysis of social structure (DIAZ-BONE, 2004). As has been shown by other
research on discourse and immigration (ARAMBURU OTAZU, 2002; BANON
HERNANDEZ, 2002; VAN DIJK, 1993b, 2005), in the case of drugs one can also
see clear social differentiations in which the cohesion of society itself is
endangered by immigration. Such discourses can be understood in this respect
as powerful means of defending social positions, and drugs are in theory only
one example in which marginalisation can be revealed. The neighbourhood angle
proved ideal for stressing these differences since on a more abstract level heroin
addicts are indeed clearly described negatively, as shown by other studies
(LLOPIS GOIG et al., 1996). [43]

This differentiation cannot be explained by the more negative social image of
alcohol, and in other studies it is heroin which is seen more negatively than
alcohol (LLOPIS GOIG et al., 1996). But this study also shows that the perceived
abuse of alcohol is seen as problematic as the use of heroin. If we bear in mind
that local people's behaviour is qualified as harmless for the neighbourhood,
while immigrants' behaviour was described in terms of abuse, similar rejection
structures ought in fact to be found for both forms of conduct. The differences
found in this study in ascribing varying supposed values to the different types of
conduct can thus be understood as the result of latent racism. [44]

The discourse on drugs must be placed in context with other discriminatory
practices; the image of the threat by immigration in the example of drugs can thus
be considered as a reference and connection with these exclusive forms of
conduct. But at the same time the discourse comes forward and is established as
a new reference for non-discursive practices such as socio-sanitary help in the
case of locals or repression in the case of immigrants. BROOK and STRINGER
warn that construction of an opposition between medical-sanitary and juridical-
repressive discourses may prove to be a trap (BROOK & STRINGER, 2005).
Socio-sanitary rhetoric may also work to "help" others against their will and with
the same consequences as repressive discourse (BROOK & STRINGER, 2005;
REINARMAN, 2005). [45]

1 On this urban legend and the nullity of its content see also ARAMBURU (2002).
2 This is also affirmed by ARAMBURU (2002) and VAN DIJK (1993b, 2005).
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The new figure of the Latin-American immigrant abusing alcohol has not only
been suggested in popular discourses. In scientific discourses the idea of the
Latin-American group in Spain constituting another group requiring special
attention in regard to alcohol consumption patterns is also gaining pace
(CAMACHO & COMAS, 2003; CONDE & HERRANZ, 2004; GOMBERG, 2003).
Also for the U.S., WALLACE et al. (2002, 2003) show significant differences
between ethnic groups' consumption of alcohol and other drugs. But it should be
warned against attributing these differences to the "ethnic origins" of the
individuals. It contains the danger that alcohol abuse becomes an "ethnic marker"
(ROOM, 2005) and so makes the search for social causes more difficult. Instead
of this, patterns of behaviour should be interpreted in a complex frame of
interrelation with the rest of the society (BECK-GERNSHEIM, 2004). This shows
that the social construction of the "Latin-American immigrant with alcohol
problems" is not only produced by popular discourses. One should also have a
look at other social agents, such as socio-sanitary science, but also the media,
the juridical-repressive apparatus, etc., because the social image is formed at the
point where all these discourses meet. As BLOOMFIELD, GRITTNER, KRAMER
and GMEL (2006) pointed out in their investigation about alcohol consumption in
different European countries, patterns of inequality in alcohol consumption are
not universal and differ between groups of countries, and this has to be taken into
account when making cross-cultural comparisons. It would also be of interest to
research into the influence of such labelling (MIRANDA, 1998) upon the
immigrant population and their possibilities for integration. Also, further research
is needed into the influence of these discourses upon social policy, it being
important to determine what the emergence of this new social figure means for
socio-sanitary and juridical-policing practises. [46]
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Appendix 1
Number District and date of the interview Age sex
1 Los Angeles, 29.04.2006 22 f
2 Los Angeles, 29.04.2006 33 f
3 Los Angeles, 29.04.2006 53 f
4 Los Angeles, 28.04.2006 41 m
5 Els Orriols, 09.05.2006 24 m
6 Els Orriols, 07.04.2006 50 f
7 Parque del Oeste, 26.05.2006 36 m
8 Parque del Oeste, 26.05.2006 26 m
9 Els Orriols, 05.05.2006 40 f
10 Els Orriols, 12.04.2006 80 m
11 Parque del Oeste, 26.05.2006 22 f
12 Els Orriols, 27.04.2006 25 m
13 Los Angeles, 29.04.2006 21 f
14 Los Angeles, 29.04.2006 25 m
15 San Marcelino, 02.06.2006 42 m
16 Parque del Oeste, 26.05.2006 21 f
17 San Marcelino, 01.06.2006 47 f
18 Los Angeles, 27.04.2006 19 f
19 San Marcelino, 01.06.2006 49 m
20 San Marcelino, 09.06.2006 47 m
21 Los Angeles, 27.04.2006 30 f
22 Parque del Oeste, 02.06.2006 38 m

Table 2: Interviews according to name assigned, district and date of the interview, age and
sex

References

Alonso, Luis Enrique (1998). El analisis sociolégico de los discursos: una aproximacién desde los
usos concretos. In Luis Enrique Alonso, La mirada cualitativa en sociologia (pp.187-220). Madrid:
Fundamentos.

Aramburu Otazu, Mikel (2002). Los otros y nosotros — Imagenes del inmigrante en Ciutat Vella de
Barcelona. Madrid: Ministerio de Educacion Cultura y Deporte.

Bailey, Lucy (2005). Control and desire: The issue of identity in popular discourses of addiction.
Addiction Research & Theory, 13, 535-543.

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/



FQS 10(1), Art. 7, Benno Herzog, Esperanza Gémez-Guardeiio, Victor Agullé-Calatayud,
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent & Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian: Discourses on Drugs and Immigration:
The Social Construction of a Problem

Bafion Hernandez, Antonio M. (2002). Discurso e inmigracién — propuesta para el analisis de un
debate social. Murcia: Universidad de Murcia.

Beck-Gernsheim, Elisabeth (2004). Wir und die Anderen. Vom Blick der Deutschen auf Migranten
und Minderheiten. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp.

Berjano Peirats, Enrique; Pons Diez, Javier & Llopis Goig, David (1996). Evaluacion diferencial de
la imagen social de los consumidores de drogas. Psicothema, 8, 465-474.

Bloomfield, Kim; Grittner, Ulrike; Kramer, Stephanie & Gmel, Gerhard (2006). Social inequalities in
alcohol consumption and alcohol-related problems in the study countries of the EU concerted
action "Gender, culture and alcohol problems: a multi-national study". Alcohol and Alcoholism, 41,
i26-i36.

Brook, Heather & Stringer, Rebecca (2005). Users, using, used: A beginner's guide to
deconstructing drugs discourse. International Journal of Drug Policy, 16, 316-325.

Bidhrmann, Andrea D. & Schneider, Werner (2007). Mehr als nur diskursive Praxis? —
Konzeptionelle Grundlagen und methodische Aspekte der Dispositivanalyse. Forum Qualitative
Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 8(2), Art. 28, http://nbn-

resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqgs0702281 [Date of access: 09.11.2008].

Camacho, Juan Manuel & Comas, Domingo (2003). El ocio y los jovenes inmigrantes. Estudios de
Juventud, 60, 63-88.

Conde, Fernando & Herranz, Diego (2004). Los procesos de integracién de los inmigrantes.
Pautas de consumo de alcohol y modelos culturales de referencia. Madrid: Fundacion CREFAT.

Cucé i Giner, Josepha (2004). Antropologia Urbana. Barcelona: Ariel.

Diaz-Bone, Rainer (2004). Interpretative Analytik. Praxis-Workshop: Diskursanalyse. Universitét
Augsburg, AK Diskursanalyse — Sektion "Wissenssoziologie" der DGS. Unpublished manuscript.

Diaz-Bone, Rainer (2005). Zur Methodologisierung der Foucaultschen Diskursanalyse. Forum
Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 7(1), Art. 6, http://nbn-
resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fgs060168 [Date of access: 09.11.2008].

Escohotado, Antonio (2000). Historia general de las drogas: incluyendo el apéndice
Fenomenologia de las drogas. Madrid: Espasa Calpe.

EUROSTAT (2005). Yearbook. Office for Official Publication of the European Communities,
Luxembourg.

Fairclough, Norman (1995). Critical discourse analysis. London: Longman.
Foucault, Michel (1972). The archaeology of knowledge. London: Tavistock Publications.

Gomberg, Edith S. (2003). Treatment for alcohol-related problems: Special populations: Research
opportunities. Recent Dev Alcohol, 16, 313-333.

Gotsbachner, Emo (2001). Xenophobic normality: The discriminatory impact of habitualized
discourse dynamics. Discourse & Society, 12(6), 729-759.

Gutiérrez Cruz, Alexandra; Agullé Tomas, Esteban; Rodriguez Suarez, Julio & Agullé Tomas, Maria
Silveria (2004). Discursos juveniles sobre inmigracién: un andlisis psicosocioldgico en estudiantes
de ESO. Psicothema, 16, 384-399.

Hammersley, Richard & Reid, Marie (2002). Why the pervasive addiction myth is still believed.
Addiction Research & Theory, 10, 7-30.

Holz, Klaus (2001). Nationaler Antisemitismus — Wissenssoziologie einer Weltanschauung.
Hamburg: Institut fir Sozialforschung.

INE — Instituto Nacional de Estadistica (2000, 2006). Exploracion del Padron, http://www.ine.es/
[Date of access: 03.03.2007].

Jager, Siegfried (1999). Kritische Diskursanalyse. Eine Einfiihrung. Duisburg: Unrast.
Keller, Reiner (2005). Analysing discourse. An approach from the sociology of knowledge. Forum

Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 6(3), Art. 32, http://nbn-
resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0503327 [Date of access: 09.11.2008].

Keller, Reiner (2007). Diskurse und Dispositive analysieren. Die Wissenssoziologische
Diskursanalyse als Beitrag zu einer wissensanalytischen Profilierung der Diskursforschung. Forum

Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 8(2), Art. 19, http://nbn-
resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0702198 [Date of access: 09.11.2008].

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/


http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0503327
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0503327
http://www.ine.es/
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs060168
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs060168
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0702281
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs0702281

FQS 10(1), Art. 7, Benno Herzog, Esperanza Gémez-Guardeiio, Victor Agullé-Calatayud,
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent & Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian: Discourses on Drugs and Immigration:
The Social Construction of a Problem

Kleiner, Brian (1998). The modern racist ideology and its reproduction in "pseudo-argument".
Discourse & Society, 9, 187-215.

Laclau, Ernesto & Mouffe, Chantal (1985). Hegemony & socialist strategy— Towards a radical
democratic politics. London: Verso.

Link, Jurgen (1986). Noch einmal: Diskurs. Interdiskurs. Macht. kultuRRevolution, 11(4), 4-7.

Mallinson, Christine & Brewster, Zachary W. (2005). "Blacks and bubbas": Stereotypes, ideology,
and categorization processes in restaurant servers' discourse. Discourse & Society, 16, 787-807.

Maneri, Marcello & ter Wal, Jessika (2005). The criminalisation of ethnic groups: An issue for media
analysis. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 6(3), Art. 9,

http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs050391 [Date of access: 09.11.2008].

Miranda, Maria Jesus (1998). Etiquetamiento. In Giner, Salvador, Lamo de Espinosa, Emilio &
Cristobal Torres (Eds.), Diccionario de Sociologia (p.276). Madrid: Alianza.

Navas Luque, Marisol; Garcia Fernandez, Marie C.; Rojas Tejada, Antonio J.; Pumares Fernandez,
Pablo & Cuadrado Guirado, Isabel (2006). Actitudes de aculturacién y prejuicio: la perspectiva de
autoctonos e inmigrantes. Psicothema, 18, 187-193.

Peirce, Charles S. (1998). Pragmatism and pragmaticism. Bristol: Thoemmes.

Reinarman, Craig (2005). Addiction as accomplishment: The discursive construction of disease.
Addiction Research & Theory, 13, 307-320.

Reinarman, Craig & Duskin, Ceres (1992). Dominant ideology & drugs in the media. International
Journal on Drug Policy, 3, 6-15.

Romani, Oriol (1997). Etnografia y drogas: discursos y practicas. Nueva Antropologia, 53, 39-66.

Room, Robin (2005). Multicultural contexts and alcohol and drug use as symbolic behaviour.
Addiction Research & Theory, 13(4), 321-331.

Tilbury, Farida & Colic-Peisker, Val (2006). Deflecting responsibility in employer talk about race
discrimination. Discourse & Society, 17, 651-676.

van Dijk, Teun A. (1993a). Principles of critical discourse analysis. Discourse & Society, 4, 249-283.
van Dijk, Teun A. (1993b). Elite discourse and racism. London: Sage.

van Dijk, Teun A. (2005). Racism and discourse in Spain and Latin America. Amsterdam: John
Benjamins.

Wallace, John M.; Bachman, Jerald G.; O'Malley, Patrick M.; Schulenberg, John E. & Cooper,
Shauna M. (2003). Gender and ethnic differences in smoking, drinking and illicit drug use among
American 8th, 10th and 12th grade students, 1976-2000. Addiction Research & Theory, 98,
225-234.

Wallace, John M.; Bachman, Jerald G.; O'Malley, Patrick M.; Johnston, Lloyd D.; Schulenberg,
John. E. & Cooper, Shauna M. (2002). Tobacco, alcohol, and illicit drug use: Racial and ethnic
differences among US high school seniors, 1976-2000. Public Health Reports, 117, S67-S75.

Wodak, Ruth (1996). Disorders of discourse. London: Longman.

Zerai, Assata & Banks, Rae (2002). Dehumanizing discourse, anti-drug law, and policy in America:
A "crack mother's" nightmare. Ashgate: Aldershot.

Authors

Benno HERZOG is a sociologist qualified at Bonn  Contact:
University (Germany), researcher at the UISYS,
Unidad de Informacion e Investgiaciéon Social y
Sanitaria, University of Valencia, CSIC and UISYS — Unidad de Informacion e
lecturer for language sociology at the Department Investigacion Social y Sanitaria
of Sociology. Currently he is writing his PhD thesis Universidad de Valencia

with a research grant "V Segles" at the Plaza Cisneros 4

Department of Sociology and Social Anthropology. 46003 Valencia (Spain)

His research has been founded by public and )

private sources. His research interests include: E-mail: benno.herzog@uv.es
discourse analysis, sociology of knowledge,

racism, migration processes and drug

dependence.

Benno Herzog

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/


mailto:benno.herzog@uv.es
http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs050391

FQS 10(1), Art. 7, Benno Herzog, Esperanza Gémez-Guardeiio, Victor Agullé-Calatayud,
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent & Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian: Discourses on Drugs and Immigration:

The Social Construction of a Problem

Esperanza GOMEZ-GUARDENO is a social
worker and sociologist qualified at University of
Valencia. She works at the UISYS, Unidad de
Informacion e Investgiacion Social y Sanitaria,

University of Valencia, CSIC. She has experience
in migration processes and drug dependence and

has conducted social research in this area.

Victor AGULLO-CALATAYUD is associated
professor at the Sociology and Social
Anthropology department of the University of
Valencia and PhD student at the UISYS, Unidad
de Informacion e Investgiacion Social y Sanitaria

(CSIC, Universitat de Valéncia). His current social

research is focused on substance abuse
(especially abuse of anabolic steroids and
cocaine), sociology of sport, epidemiology of
drugs, migration and qualitative methodology.

Rafael ALEIXANDRE-BENAVENT is tenured
scientist at the Spanish Research Council, CSIC
with a PhD in Information Science from the
University of Valencia. He is an associate

professor at the Documentation Department of the

University of Valencia. His research has been
funded by competitive sources such the Spanish
National R&D Plans, the Autonomous Region of

Valencia R&D Plans and others. He is member of

the Advisory Board of several journals. His
research areas include: research evaluation,
bibliometric indicators, comparative studies on
R&D outputs at the European and Spanish level,
journals evaluation, information sources in S&T,
and research in drug dependence and migration.

Juan Carlos VALDERRAMA-ZURIAN is professor

at the University of Valencia. He holds a PhD in
Information Science from the University of
Valencia and M.Sc in Drug Abuse. His current
research is focused on substance abuse
disorders, epidemiological studies in immigrant
population, abuse of anabolic steroids and
knowledge management in drug abuse and
epidemiological studies. He has published more

Contact:
Esperanza Gomez-Guardefio

UISYS — Unidad de Informacién e
Investigacion Social y Sanitaria
Universidad de Valencia

Plaza Cisneros 4

46003 Valencia (Spain)

E-mail: esperanza.gomez@uv.es

Contact:
Victor Agullé

UISYS - Unidad de Informacion e
Investigacion Social y Sanitaria
Universidad de Valencia

Plaza Cisneros 4

46003 Valencia (Spain)

E-mail: victor.agullo@uv.es

Contact:
Rafael Aleixandre-Benavent

UISYS — Unidad de Informacién e
Investigacion Social y Sanitaria
Universidad de Valencia

Plaza Cisneros 4

46003 Valencia (Spain)

E-mail: rafael.aleixandre@uv.es

Contact:
Juan Carlos Valderrama-Zurian

UISYS — Unidad de Informacién e
Investigacion Social y Sanitaria
Universidad de Valencia

Plaza Cisneros 4

46003 Valencia (Spain)

than sixty papers in journals like European Journal E-mail: juan.valderrama@uyv.es

of Psychiatry, Addiction, Drug and Alcohol
Dependence, Medicina Clinica.

Citation

Herzog, Benno; Gomez-Guardefo, Esperanza; Agullo-Calatayud, Victor; Aleixandre-Benavent,
Rafael & Valderrama-Zurian, Juan Carlos (2008). Discourses on Drugs and Immigration: The Social
Construction of a Problem [46 paragraphs]. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative
Social Research, 10(1), Art. 7, http://nbn-resolving.de/urn:nbn:de:0114-fqs090172.

© 2008 FQS http://www.qualitative-research.net/fqs/

Revised 12/2008


mailto:juan.valderrama@uv.es
mailto:rafael.aleixandre@uv.es
mailto:victor.agullo@uv.es
mailto:esperanza.gomez@uv.es

