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Abstract: In situational analysis (SA), various procedures are available, including coding and
mapping, each serving distinct purposes at different levels of the research process. In this article, |
present a case regarding the uses of coding based on a research project focused on the political
participation of Indigenous peoples in Chile's constitutional process. The motivation for this article
stems from the challenges | encountered as a newcomer to SA.

Within the research process, coding—used alongside other techniques like mapping—played a
crucial role in enabling engagement with the data and tackling analytical challenges. In the initial
stage, coding helped identify various elements and discourses in the constitutional process that
were essential to the project's findings. In a later stage, it assisted in redeveloping a positional map
that initially did not reflect the full spectrum of discursive positions. In vivo codes also fostered
interdisciplinary connections among bodies of literature in political science and education. These
applications of coding can benefit other researchers, particularly those who are new to the
methodology.
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1. Introduction

CLARKE (2003, 2005) originally developed situational analysis (SA) as an
extension of grounded theory methodology (GTM). A major distinction is that
while in GTM coding is used as a main tool to study basic social processes
(CHARMAZ, 2015a), SA encompasses a set of tools to examine the ecology of
relations constitutive of situations (CLARKE, FRIESE & WASHBURN, 2018). The
analytical devices of SA include four distinctive mapping techniques: Situational,
relational, social world and arenas, and positional maps (CLARKE, WASHBURN
& FRIESE, 2022). Situational maps focus on identifying the human and non-
human elements that co-constitute a situation; relational maps aid in identifying
and navigating the relations among these different elements; social worlds/arenas
(SW/A) maps address the collective or institutional dimension of the situation by
focusing on social worlds within arenas of commitment (CLARKE, 2005; CLARKE
et al., 2018); positional maps focus on discursive positions "taken and not taken"
(CLARKE, 2005, p.XXIl) around controversial issues of interest. In SA, these
maps are often developed with other tools, such as GTM coding and memoing,
and serve to examine, synthesize, and represent different dimensions of a
situation (DEN OUTER, HANDLEY & PRICE, 2013; KNOPP, 2021;
VALDERRAMA PINEDA, 2016). [1]

Despite the meaningful methodological interconnections between GTM and SA,
CLARKE et al. (2018) described the analytical differences between GTM and SA,
stressing that "SA maps are a separate and different form of analysis from GT"
(p.108). They explained that while GTM analysis focuses on the study of social
action and interaction through coding, the organization of codes in categories and
analytical diagrams of categories and processes, SA focuses on the ecologies of
relations among different types of elements, social groupings and discourses
mainly through memoing and mapping (ibid.). [2]

However, open coding strategies are beneficial in situational analysis. The
benefits of coding in SA analysis include enhancing researchers' familiarity with
the data both before and during mapping, fostering "relational modes of analysis"
(p.107) through the concurrent examination of data alongside other practices
(e.g., memoing and mapping), and organizing the data collected as it
accumulates during the research. Notably, coding in SA is always tentative as it
connotes that "data are open to multiple, simultaneous interpretations and codes.
There is no one right reading. All readings are temporary, partial, provisional, and
perspectival—situated historically and geographically" (p.26). Based on post-
qualitative theories, SA authors have emphasized that researchers can use
coding with other SA tools flexibly and interpretively to grapple with different
analytical dimensions and with different purposes (CLARKE et al., 2018; FRIESE,
SCHWERTEL & TIETJE, 2023). This approach to coding echoes SA's
deconstructive emphasis as it seeks not to represent someone's truth but to
disassemble data and build interpretations of the situation under study (CLARKE
et al., 2018). The interpretive and deconstructive emphasis on coding in SA
contrasts with more structured forms of coding stemming from positivist and post-
positivist research paradigms (CHARMAZ, 2015b; KENNY & FOURIE, 2015). [3]
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In this article, | use my doctoral research project to illustrate the uses of coding in
SA. In my project, | focused on the political participation of Indigenous people
during Chile's 2020-2023 constitutional process. This situation is relevant
because Indigenous people's relationship with the Chilean state has historically
been distant and openly conflictive (BOCCARA & SEGUEL-BOCCARA, 2005;
CHIHUAILAF, 2018; FIGUEROA HUENCHO, 2021). However, in 2020, citizens
experienced a unique political process whereby Indigenous and non-Indigenous
citizens participated in a referendum to rewrite the Chilean constitution. This
extraordinary situation established a new stage in the formal political participation
of Indigenous people, who had salient roles during the reform process
(ALVARADO LINCOPI, 2021; LONCON, 2023). For instance, the first body
responsible for drafting a new constitutional proposal included seventeen
reserved seats for Indigenous communities, and its first president was Indigenous
scholar Elisa LONCON (SENADO DE LA REPUBLICA DE CHILE, 2020). In the
research, | focused on examining the involvement of Indigenous actors in Chile's
political landscape; therefore, my questions addressed the interactions among
human elements and discourses that co-constituted this participation in the
Chilean constitutional process. [4]

| decided to use SA because it enabled me to examine Indigenous people's
political participation as a set of relations among various elements. These
elements included Indigenous and non-Indigenous groups, political collectives,
international institutions and agreements, and various discourses on relevant
areas of interest in their own relational ecology (CLARKE et al., 2022). |
conceived the project with a critical lens (i.e., with a focus on the manifestations
of power in the interactions and discourses involving Indigenous people during
the constitutional process). Therefore, during the data collection and analysis, |
emphasized Indigenous people's voices to shed light on their struggles and
challenges when entering formal political spaces in Chile. SA facilitated the close
examination of the relationships involving Indigenous actors and the discourses to
deliberate Indigenous people's political participation and the recognition of their
rights at play during the constitutional process (CLARKE et al., 2018). [5]

During the analysis, | was confronted with pivotal analytical decisions regarding
identifying and representing the relationships among multiple human elements
and discourses in SA maps. Coding was a helpful strategy for building new
perspectives and providing a language to represent the complex interactions in
the constitutional process. These aspects of my experience as a newcomer to SA
motivated me to offer this empirical example presented here. [6]

For the remainder of this paper, | will refer to my study as a case—I will discuss
the key characteristics of my application of SA and the implications of my
methodological decisions to the outcome of my analysis. | will describe how
different paths of initial coding—open (KENNY & FOURIE, 2015) and in vivo
(MANNING, 2017)—and focused coding (CHARMAZ, 2015a) helped me become
familiar with the data and overcome "analytical paralysis" (CLARKE et al., 2018
p.108). I will also discuss how coding triggered interdisciplinary connections
between a body of literature in the political sciences concerning the use of
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emotions in political interactions and educational research literature on
politicization—a learning process denoting the evolution of political concepts,
practices, and identities (CURNOW, 2022). | will underscore the uses of coding
as an interpretive device that facilitated the unfolding of my analyses alongside
SA mapping and other SA methodological processes. [7]

The case | present in the article offers possible uses of coding within SA analysis.
Following MacLURE (2013a, 2013b), | approach coding as an interpretive
strategy to trigger "wonder" (MacLURE, 2013a, p.164) in qualitative research
(i.e., as a flexible strategy for an unstructured exploration of the situation that can
fulfill various functions, depending on the research questions and the emphases
of research projects). The examples | show are in no way prescriptive,
systematic, or part of a "well-wrought coding scheme" (MacLURE, 2013b, p.229).
Instead, they are intended to stimulate reflection on how researchers could use
coding—particularly novice researchers and newcomers to SA—to build situated
interpretations sustained on the relationship between the researcher and the data
(MacLURE, 2013a, 2013b). My focus on coding as an SA methodological tool is
connected to a larger discussion focused on the relevance of SA in grappling with
complex social phenomena. [8]

In Section 2, | address the relevance of SA in social science research and its
increasing application across various disciplines as well as interdisciplinary and
transdisciplinary research. Next, in Section 3, | introduce coding in qualitative
research by referencing foundational literature on SA that connects coding in
GTM with SA. | present an empirical example of coding based on my doctoral
project (Section 4) and discuss the uses of coding and its benefits, drawing on
current SA literature (Section 5). Finally, | conclude by synthesizing the primary
coding applications within the research project and highlighting the relevance of
these examples for novice researchers and newcomers to SA in Section 6. [9]

2. Situational Analysis's Relevance in Social Science Research

Situational analysis is increasingly applied in various disciplines. For instance, a
search in the Scopus index (keywords "situational analysis" AND "Clarke" AND
"map" OR "mapping" AND "relational") shows a steady increase between 2013
and 2023 in the number of articles published in English using this theory/methods
package or its methodological tools (see Figure 1). Researchers often justified
the use of SA mapping as helping them capture the complex interplay of actors,
elements, and discourses in social phenomena studied in fields such as public
health (LYNCH, HANCKEL & GREEN, 2022; PIEL, VON KOPPEN &
APFELBACHER, 2022), education (DEN OUTER et al., 2013; RUCK &
MANNION, 2020), environmental sciences (ALONSO-YANEZ, THUMLERT & DE
CASTELL, 2016; GLUCK, 2018), and political sciences (DE SHALIT, GUTA, VAN
DER MEULEN, LAFOREST & ORSINI, 2024; KALENDA, 2016).
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Figure 1: Number of articles with reported use of SA methodological tools in the Scopus
index between 2013 and 2023 [10]

Researchers have underscored the benefits of SA in analyzing situations that
require multi-, inter-, or trans-disciplinary lenses (CHEN, 2022; KALENDA, 2016).
KALENDA (2016) suggested that SA's integration of different theoretical
approaches—such as symbolic interactionism (BLUMER, 1969), Foucauldian
discourse analysis (FOUCAULT, 1979 [1975]), STRAUSS's (1978) social worlds
theory, and science and technology studies (LATOUR & WOOLGAR, 1979),
among others—offers a comprehensive approach that avoids the limitations of
single-discipline perspectives on social phenomena. Furthermore, CHEN (2022)
emphasized that SA facilitates avoiding hegemonic tendencies where one
discipline dominates others by supporting balanced interdisciplinary cooperation.
This balanced approach to examining social phenomena fosters a more equitable
and effective integration of diverse scientific approaches during research projects
that require more than one disciplinary lens (ibid., see also KLING, 2023). [11]

DE SHALIT et al. (2024), KALENDA (2016), and POHLMANN and COLELL
(2020) also suggested that SA facilitates interdisciplinary approaches and the use
of multisite data sets to examine political phenomena. For instance, POHLMANN
and COLELL (2020) recognized that interdisciplinary approaches operationalized
through SA mapping allowed them to elucidate how groups of actors—or social
worlds—develop to collaborate and compete to maintain, deepen, alter, or shift
power relationships in the interactions between a community energy movement
and political stakeholders in Germany. Other researchers have claimed that SA
also contributes to uncovering the discourses and silences at play in interactions
in the political realm (DE SHALIT et al., 2024). Overall, researchers often referred
to the usefulness of SA mapping in analyzing and representing complex political
situations that require interdisciplinary lenses (ibid., see also POHLMANN &
COLELL, 2020; WHITLEY, 2024). [12]
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Despite these strengths, some authors lamented the lack of detailed guidance
and reporting on how GTM coding can be productively used with SA
(OFFENBERGER, 2023). In my search (see Figure 1), five of the thirty-six 2023
articles included analysis information, and only two articles (ATALLAH et al.,
2023; WAZINSKI, WANKA, KYLEN, SLAUG & SCHMIDT, 2023) included
examples of how GTM coding can be used in SA projects. [13]

In the following section, | discuss the use of coding strategies in qualitative
research and draw connections between coding in GTM and SA. | emphasize its
multiple analytical possibilities (CLARKE et al., 2018; MacLURE, 2013a) and
some considerations stemming from using coding with SA. [14]

3. Coding and Its Application in SA Research

Coding is an analytical process through which researchers examine the data by
identifying recurring themes, categories, or concepts within a body of data
(AKKAYA, 2023; CHARMAZ, 2006; SALDANA, 2016). The primary goal is to
discern patterns of order, enabling the condensation of vast amounts of data into
digestible and interpretable forms (SALDANA, 2016). Thus, coding serves as the
crucial linkage between the data collected and the explanation of what these data
mean (CHARMAZ, 2001). The procedures, types of coding, and subsequent
organization vary depending on the purposes of the analysis, which are often tied
to underlying theories and paradigms. [15]

MacLURE (2013a) problematized the use of coding in qualitative research by
offering a non-linear distinction of coding as a classification process or to trigger
wonder. A relevant critique of coding as classification—often tied to qualitative
research under positivist and post-positivist paradigms—is that it can impose a
rigid, hierarchical structure on data, potentially oversimplifying the richness and
complexity of human experiences (ST. PIERRE & JACKSON, 2014). This type of
coding risks distancing the researcher from the data, fostering an illusion of
interpretive dominion (CHARMAZ, 2015b; MacLURE, 2013a). These coding
practices might not fully accommodate qualitative data's fluid, dynamic nature,
potentially overlooking the nuances and idiosyncrasies vital for a deeper
understanding of social phenomena (ST. PIERRE & JACKSON, 2014). In
contrast, when used as a process of wonder or interpretively—often meaning
flexibly and reflectively (MacLURE, 2013a)—coding can accommodate this
complexity, allowing researchers to balance structure and the inherent
unpredictability of human experiences (CHARMAZ, 2015b; MacLURE, 2013a,
2013b). [16]

This problematization of coding as classification or wonder (MacLURE, 2013a)
aids in grappling with the different coding approaches in GTM traditions.
Researchers have distinguished three major GTM traditions: Classic, Straussian,
and constructivist GTM, which have different approaches to coding (CHARMAZ,
2015a; KENNY & FOURIE, 2015). In all three traditions, GTM coding includes
distinctive approaches to initial coding—Ilabelling of data segments to denote a
concept or area of concern—and focused coding—to identify recurrent codes—in
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the analytical practices (ibid.). For instance, classic GTM uses a constant
comparison method for coding. It pursues objectivity through the unobtrusive
discovery of grounded theory within collected data (KENNY & FOURIE, 2015),
which speaks to the positivist underpinnings of this tradition (CHARMAZ, 2006;
JONES & ALONY, 2011). While not seeking objectivity, Straussian GTM coding
is highly systematic and rigorous (KENNY & FOURIE, 2015). In contrast,
constructivist GTM coding is more interpretative, intuitive, and impressionistic
than classic or Straussian GTM (CHARMAZ, 2006). [17]

In SA's foundational books (CLARKE, 2005, CLARKE et al., 2018; CLARKE et
al., 2022), the authors drew connections between constructivist GTM and SA. In
describing its methodological considerations, SA authors assert that both
methodological processes could "work beautifully together, allowing the
researcher to feature processual and/or relational analytics" (CLARKE et al.,
2018, p.108). Moreover, SA foundational literature (CLARKE, 2005; CLARKE et
al., 2018; CLARKE et al., 2022) redirects the readers' attention to constructivist
GTM literature for guidance on coding when addressing the usefulness of coding
in SA analysis. Following this orientation, | applied a constructivist GTM approach
during the research project (CHARMAZ, 2008, 2015a, 2015b). [18]

CLARKE et al. (2018) suggested not including GTM codes in SA maps because
the GTM focus is on conducting analyses in search of a "basic social process"
(CHARMAZ, 2015a, p.403; CORBIN & STRAUSS, 2008, p.266; MORSE, 1994,
p.39) and not necessarily on the ecology of relations that constitute a situation
(CLARKE et al., 2018). Instead, SA authors recommended using in vivo codes—
words or phrases from the participants' language as codes during data analysis
(MANNING, 2017; SALDANA, 2016)— as one possibility to advance SA analyses
—because, for example, they could shed light on the discourses at play in a
situation, thus facilitating the analysis of positional maps (CLARKE et al., 2018). [19]

The use of in vivo coding was significant in my project in analyzing the discourses
regarding Indigenous people's political participation and ensuring that the
analysis remains somewhat grounded in participants' own words (MANNING,
2017). | focused on identifying in vivo codes to highlight the perspectives of
Indigenous participants, which are often overlooked in other studies of political
participation. It is relevant to point out that to maintain the attention beyond the
knowing subject—a major emphasis of SA (CLARKE et al., 2018) — |
complemented these analyses with other processes, such as memoing and
mapping, to grapple with the relational ecology of a situation with more-than-
human considerations (CLARKE, 2005; CLARKE et al., 2018; CLARKE et al.,
2022). [20]

Another dimension of the discussion of coding in SA projects is the question of
what data source to code. In the context of an interview regarding SA,
WASHBURN, KLAGES and MAZUR (2023) recently affirmed that "part of the
issue with codes is that first, oftentimes codes are based on—not always, but
oftentimes—interview data and that really limits our source[s] of data" (p.8).
Considering that researchers need to capture multiple data types to capture a
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situation of inquiry fully (CLARKE et al., 2018), WASHBURN et al. (2023) opened
the door to questions regarding whether all data sources need to go through the
same processes. Despite the proposition that coding can be used with different
types of data such as memos, observational protocols, images, and videos
(CLARKE et al., 2022), FRIESE et al. (2023) confirmed that FRIESE used coding
only to scrutinize interviews in her doctoral project. They also reiterated that
coding and mapping were two different analytical paths to operationalize different
levels of analysis with different purposes. [21]

Despite the differences between SA and GTM's analytical processes, SA authors
and users have emphasized the usefulness of coding in SA projects. First,
CLARKE et al. (2018) encouraged using GTM coding to familiarize oneself with
research project data. Moreover, MATHAR (2008) and WHISKER (2018)
suggested that open and focused codes should not be dismissed when
developing SA projects because these, alongside mapping, contribute to
understanding the situation's messiness. One way of doing so is to use open and
focused coding in conjunction with SA mapping in order to identify the different
human and non-human elements co-constituting the situation and to elucidate
some aspects of their relationships. For instance, CAXAJ and COHEN (2021)
described that as part of inquiry, they reviewed "preliminary codes by organizing
them in terms of situations, social worlds and discursive positions" (p.253). [22]

Yet, there is a lack of examples of coding practices in empirical SA studies. For
instance, OFFENBERGER (2023) presented the use of coding in different SA
projects in Germany. However, she focused on the reflections of multiple
researchers regarding the use of coding and did not provide specific details of the
coding forms, the codes constructed in the various projects, and how they were
used in developing SA maps. Moreover, in my review of articles on SA (see
Figure 1), | showed that most researchers using SA did not report details on their
coding practices. [23]

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/



FQS 26(2), Art. 2, Héctor Turra Chico: The Use of Coding in a Situational Analysis
of the Political Participation of Indigenous People in Chile's Constitutional Process

4. A Case of the Use of Coding in an SA Project: The Political
Participation of Indigenous People in the Chilean Constitutional
Process

In this section, | will refer to the case of coding in my study by presenting the
processes | applied during three analytical phases. To do so, | developed Figure
2 to introduce and synthesize the coding application in my project, underscoring
its connections to other SA methodological processes. The processes presented
in Figure 2 are not a systematic and fixed formula (MacLURE 2013a, 2013b) but
a synthesis of my experience using coding in the project. | will then present the
uses of coding focused on two themes: Coding with SA mapping and
reorganizing the analysis with in vivo coding.

Figure 2: Coding application in relation to other methodological processes. Please click
here for an enlarged version of Figure 2. [24]

In Figure 2, | emphasized the iterative and simultaneous application of coding
and mapping, as working in this manner was crucial in triggering curiosity
(MacLURE, 2013a) and finding avenues to advance my analysis. | also highlight
how theoretical sampling, revisiting memos, and returning to the overarching
research questions helped to overcome analytical paralysis. [25]

The examples and ideas regarding coding in SA | show in the following
subsections are based on a data subset that includes interviews (n=8) and
documents (n=15). My original data subset also included observations of
constitutional activities. | only coded the data from the interviews and documents
and analyzed the observations through memoing. The interviewees were
participants of political collectives with representation in the 2021-2022 Chilean
Constitutional Convention (CC), which was the responsible entity in charge of
writing the first constitution proposal in 2022. The documents included the
guidelines for a consultation with Indigenous people, a second document with the
results of this consultation, and several news articles published at different
moments of the constitutional process. In the following subsections, | delve into
the uses of coding in my research project, focusing on the two themes. [26]
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4.1 Coding with SA mapping

| started the data organization by transcribing the interviews verbatim and
organizing the documents into three categories: Indigenous communities' open
communications, CC documents, and written news articles. | pasted the
transcriptions and original texts into individual spreadsheets, one per interview
and document. In the spreadsheets, | pasted the texts, keeping one line of text in
one row to identify and highlight relevant ideas. Following SA recommendations, |
started the open coding when | selected the first document and after the first
interview (CLARKE et al., 2018) and followed a constructivist GTM approach to
open coding to identify the "chief concern of participants" (CHARMAZ, 2008,
p.163). Simultaneously, | started developing different versions of messy and
organized SA maps. Table 1 presents examples of quotes and initial open codes
that facilitated the identification of individual and collective human actors, non-
human elements, areas of interest within the situation, and discourses regarding
the political participation of Indigenous people.

Quotes Open Codes

"There was a political game of alliances. Political interactions between
Indigenous representatives decided what to Indigenous and non-Indigenous
include, they had the support to do so." representatives

"The territorial dispute and the resistance against | Indigenous territorial demands
the elite's power."

"The indigenous law system was presented as a Misrepresenting the implications of

parallel system which it was not." Indigenous rights
"The supporters [of the PS] seek a deep Creating conditions for negative
transformation." political transformation with the PS

"Their lands were taken, and many people had to | Historical Indigenous struggles
emigrate to Santiago."

Table 1: Examples of open codes used in the initial stage of analysis [27]

The initial coding process and the simultaneous development of messy and
organized maps allowed me to become familiar with the data. The initial coding
and mapping facilitated the identification of categories of actors or collective
human elements (CLARKE et al., 2018) that were key to understanding the
situation and provided insights into the differences between these groups and
how these differences played a role in their interactions. For instance, coding
aided in distinguishing the commitments of Indigenous and non-Indigenous
political representatives, two of the most relevant players in the constitutional
process arena. On the one hand, Indigenous representatives' main commitment
was to bring Indigenous communities' agendas into formal political spaces (see
Codes 2 and 5 in Table 1). On the other hand, non-Indigenous commitments
were concerned with applying national legislation and preventing significant
alterations of the social and political status quo (see Code 4 in Table 1). | used
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these differences in the groups' commitments to build two distinctive social worlds
in later versions of SW/A maps. [28]

After a few iterations of mapping and coding, the distinction between Indigenous
and non-Indigenous representatives turned out to be more relevant, as it
significantly impacted the relationships among actors and the discourses at the
center of Indigenous people's participation. For instance, the competing
perspectives of Indigenous and non-Indigenous groups were the foundation of
the discourses about the plurinational state (PS)—a political model for the state's
organization recognizing that multiple nations coexist within the Chilean territory
(LONCON, 2023)—which played a significant role in the outcomes of the
constitutional process. In the following subsection, | use the example of the PS to
refer to the usefulness of in vivo coding during a particular analytical challenge. [29]

4.2 Reorganizing the analysis with in vivo coding

In a later stage of my analysis, | developed positional maps using only a data
subset comprising written news pieces presenting discourses regarding the PS,
which became an analytical challenge. The PS was one of the proposed political
models in the constitutional process, and it encompassed the recognition of
several constitutional rights for Indigenous people. When | presented the map to
my supervisory committee, they rapidly identified that the maps did not represent
a comprehensive range of discursive positions about the PS. The two main
reasons for this feedback were the polarized perspectives presented in the news
and the need to include data from different sources beyond written news to
capture a full range of positions, which is encouraged in SA projects (CLARKE et
al., 2018). [30]

This interaction with the data led me to a state of "analytical paralysis" (p.108),
making it difficult to proceed with new versions of the map. For instance, |
incorporated data from my original dataset but kept returning to similar discursive
positions about the PS in new iterations of the map. At this stage, my supervisor
recommended using theoretical sampling (CONLON, TIMONEN, ELLIOTT-
O'DARE, O'KEEFFE & FOLEY, 2020), which included adding new documents
and observing additional constitutional activities. She also suggested doing
another coding round for the entire data set. [31]

| incorporated a new set of documents and observations of constitutional
activities, including Indigenous communities' open written communications
published in traditional and social media and additional publicly available
recorded discussions about the meaning and implications of the PS. | selected
these documents and activities after | revisited the research proposal to refocus
on the research objectives. | used in vivo coding in the new iteration of the
analysis with all the data (original data set and the additions after the theoretical
sampling). This meant that | purposefully sought out participants' statements
which could serve as in vivo codes. During this iteration, | identified 567 in vivo
codes. | then engaged in focused coding to identify similar in vivo codes that shed
light on discourses and some of the relationships among collectives that | could
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group as sensitizing thematic categories. | created two levels of thematic
categories based on the focused coding while drafting multiple versions of
positional and SW/A maps. | present some examples of these in vivo codes, the
grouping categories and the general themes | identified below in Table 2.

Examples of In Vivo
Codes

Categories

General Themes

1. Most of us have
Indigenous origins

a) Insights into Chilean,
Indigenous identity, and
mestizaje

2. Colonial relations have
not allowed social growth

3. There are differences
between Chileans and
Indigenous people

b) Social relations among
Indigenous and non-
Indigenous people

4. Constitutional
recognition of their
[Indigenous] rights

c) Historical struggles of
Indigenous people

Reclaiming an Indigenous
identity

5. Representatives are
not attuned to Indigenous
demands.

6. Indigenous reserved
seats represented an
Indigenous elite

d) Issues of political
representation of Indigenous
people

7. People feared that
their houses could be
taken because of the
restitution of Indigenous
land

8. The PS sought the
refoundation of the state

e) The implications of the PS
trigger emotional responses

9. Without input from
Indigenous communities

10. Indigenous
representatives prioritized
political parties

f) Silence of Indigenous
people in formal political
spaces

11. People saw these
[rights] as privileges for
Indigenous people

g) Indigenous rights are
privileges

The representation of
Indigenous interests through
elected officials in the
constitutional process is
problematic for Indigenous and
non-Indigenous citizens

Table 2: Examples of in vivo codes, categories and larger themes used to create multiple
versions of SW/A and positional maps [32]
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The in vivo codes turned my attention to some of the details of the interactions
among different political stakeholders. For instance, | paid attention to the
narratives regarding the daily struggles of CC representatives to advocate for
Indigenous people in this formal political space. Focused coding allowed me to
group several codes related to problematic relationships and actions regarding
the political representation of Indigenous people (see Codes 5-10 in Table 2).
This issue was intrinsically connected to the interactions between Indigenous and
non-Indigenous political representatives | had identified in the initial coding round.
This analytical avenue led me to re-focus on a SW/A map emphasizing
Indigenous and non-Indigenous membership worlds. [33]

In vivo codes also provided a new language to explain the relations between
these worlds. For instance, non-Indigenous politicians claimed that Indigenous
representatives were "not attuned to Indigenous demands" (see Code 5 in Table
2), which helped explain how these two worlds competed for citizens'
representation in the political arena. The in vivo codes provided nuanced insights
into the daily activities of CC representatives and a new language to explain the
relationship between social worlds. These benefits exemplify how in vivo coding
aided in advancing the analysis with the SW/A maps. [34]

As for the positional maps, | also noticed that a group of in vivo codes was related
to processes that led to the exclusion of Indigenous communities' voices during
the articulation of the plurinational state (PS) in the constitutional proposal. For
instance, Codes 5, 6 and 8 in Table 2 build the narrative that the PS was not
necessarily a demand of Indigenous people but a proposal of an Indigenous elite
not attuned to grassroots Indigenous demands. These narratives allowed me to
focus on potential discursive silences when developing new positional map
iterations. [35]

These silences appeared to be intrinsically connected to the interactions (or
actions analyzed in the SW/A maps) within formal political spaces that often
tuned out the perspectives of Indigenous communities. These circumstances
made it difficult for some Indigenous actors to voice and include their
perspectives directly in some constitutional developments, such as articulating
the PS model in the 2022 constitutional proposal, creating the conditions for a
discursive silence regarding Indigenous people's perspective on the political
model. This silence of Indigenous communities also speaks to the more
significant issues of political representation (as presented in Table 2), which were
relevant dimensions of the analyses | presented in my doctoral dissertation. This
is an example of the usefulness of how in vivo coding helped me reorganize the
analysis after the challenges to advance with the original positional map that only
included pieces of news regarding the plurinational state (PS). [36]

Additionally, the notion that "people feared that their houses could be taken
because of the restitution of Indigenous land" (Code 7 in Table 2) was productive
in articulating a discursive position in the positional maps concerning the PS. This
code sparked questions regarding the potential effects of emotions on citizens'
politicization developments, which in turn led me to study additional literature on
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political sciences and education. The issue of fear is connected to a body of
literature on political science addressing how political discourses are used to
trigger emotional responses to affect political interactions (JONES, 2020;
KOSCHUT, 2019; SHAH, 2022). From an interactionist perspective, appealing to
emotional responses in the political realm was a relevant dimension to articulate
the processes of becoming political or citizens' politicization (CURNOW, DAVIS &
ASHER, 2019), a construct developed within education research. [37]

The initial interdisciplinary connection described above also allowed me to turn
my attention to identity as a salient facet of citizens' politicization during the
constitutional process (ibid., see also CURNOW, 2022). For instance, the
discussion about what political model best suited Chile and the arguments
employed to debate different positions were intricately connected to ideas of what
it means to be Chilean and its Indigenous dimension. The arguments and
narratives used to discuss the PS, such as the ones emphasizing that there were
"differences between Chileans and Indigenous" (Code 3 in Table 2) and that
some rights "privileges for Indigenous People" (Code 11 in Table 2), were
connected to the identity dimension of the conversation and sought emotional
responses in the political realm (JONES, 2020; KOSHUT, 2019; SHAH, 2022). By
providing a nuanced presentation of data, in vivo coding triggered my
engagement with these bodies of literature, facilitating interdisciplinary
connections in my research. [38]

5. Discussion

Initial—open and in vivo—and focused coding played a significant role during the
analysis stage of my SA project. Specifically, they were helpful in the
identification of relevant individual and collective actors, preponderant discourses
and areas of interest in the situation | attempted to construct. When done
iteratively with mapping at an early stage, coding helped me to identify relevant
relationships among actors and their positions concerning areas of interest, such
as the relationships between Indigenous and non-Indigenous representatives
when discussing the recognition of Indigenous people's constitutional rights. This
was mainly due to the possibility of interacting with the data through codes, which
assisted in discerning productive analytical avenues that otherwise can be difficult
to read in raw data and to include in the SA maps. The experiences of using open
coding in this project followed SA authors' and researchers' suggestions
regarding the use of coding to become familiar with the overall collected data
(CLARKE et al., 2022; MATHAR, 2008; WHISKER, 2018). This is also attuned to
the research emphasizing the usefulness of this type of coding as a
methodological facilitator to identify human and non-human elements, discourses
and relationships among them and as a device to interrogate data prior to or
parallel to SA maps (CLARKE et al., 2018; CAXAJ & COHEN, 2021;
OFFENBERGER, 2023). [39]

Another relevant use of coding is related to the reorganization of SA analyses.
Shifting the coding strategy, in this case, from open to in vivo coding, can also be
a valuable facilitator to overcome "analytical paralysis" (CLARKE et al., 2018,
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p.108). In the case presented in this article, the reorganization of the analysis
using in vivo coding was relevant for two reasons. First, after the paralysis
triggered during the development of the first version of the positional map, the
use of in vivo coding provided a more nuanced understanding of the interactions
between collectives during the constitutional process that was particularly helpful
in developing new iterations of SW/A maps. They also allowed me to pay
attention to the silences of Indigenous People during moments of the
constitutional discussion, which became a relevant area of interest in new
versions of positional maps. Second, the grounded analysis through in vivo
coding helped me to identify new ways to describe the research findings for both
SW/A and positional maps. Similar to the ideas proposed by CLARKE et al., the
grounded accounts of how participants experienced the different activities and
conversations in the constitutional process provided language and ideas to
construct positional maps as well as nuanced narratives to describe interactions
among different collectives and the discourses at play during the political event. [40]

By paying attention to the specificities of participants' and documents' narratives
and language, in vivo coding also facilitated drawing interdisciplinary connections.
SA's emphasis on discourse and its implications for social practice (ibid.) allowed
me to connect participants' narratives regarding fear to the literature that
addresses the trigger of emotional responses in political interactions (JONES,
2020; KOSCHUT, 2019; SHAH, 2022). In turn, | connected these emotional
responses and how they could be seen as a relevant dimension of citizens'
politicization developments (CURNOW, 2022; CURNOW et al., 2019), a
framework developed by educational researchers. This benefit of finding
connections between disciplinary fields—in this case, enabled by in vivo coding—
is aligned with the body of research addressing the pertinence of SA and its
methodological tools to address the situation from multiple disciplinary fields
(CHEN, 2022; KALENDA, 2016). [41]

This interdisciplinary connection had significant implications for the study because
it established a pathway to emphasize the relevance of identity in citizens'
politicization (CURNOW, 2022; CURNOW et al., 2019). Indigenous voices and
struggles brought forward in the constitutional process provided a platform to
discuss what it means to be Chilean, whether there is only one way to understand
Chilean identity, and the implications of political models in reflecting these
understandings. The debate surrounding the political model proposals and
identity encompassed different arguments, including those aimed at triggering
citizens' emotional responses, such as Codes 1, 7 and 11 in Table 2. These
interdisciplinary analyses were sparked by the in vivo codes and the simultaneous
construction of SW/A and positional SA maps. [42]
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6. Conclusion

The empirical case | presented underscored coding as a device that can trigger
wonder (MacLURE, 2013a) in SA projects. Open coding facilitated the preliminary
identification of actors and areas of interest, which raised questions that led me to
explore silences and issues of problematic political representation affecting
Indigenous communities. A salient dimension of the case was the shifting of the
coding strategy to in vivo coding, which aided in overcoming a period of analytical
challenges during the research. In vivo codes provided grounded accounts on
areas of interest, facilitating more nuanced analyses of interactions and
discourses based on participants' language. The in vivo codes provided details
about how some discourses about the PS affected citizens emotionally, which, in
turn, impacted their political positioning during the constitutional process. In this
regard, in vivo codes offered a translational language to draw interdisciplinary
connections between political science and education literature. | support the idea
that there is not one way of using coding in SA (FRIESE et al., 2023;
WASHBURN et al., 2023); rather, it is a flexible and interpretive-oriented device
that researchers can use in multiple ways to think through the complexities of a
given situation (MacLURE, 2013a; FRIESE et al., 2023; WASHBURN et al.,
2023). [43]

The example of coding in the project could be particularly useful to SA
newcomers and novice researchers. It could encourage others to find their own
analytic paths in SA projects and eventually aid in navigating analytical paralyses
when delimiting the situation, identifying relevant actors and areas of interest, and
building versions of SA maps. The case presented here is relevant due to the
lack of empirical examples of using coding and its interpretive potential in SA
analyses (OFFENBERGER, 2023; SMIT, 2006; WHISKER, 2018). [44]
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