
Photos and Children: Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews 
While Researching Children

Muhammad A.Z. Mughal

Abstract: Photo-elicitation interviews (PEIs) have emerged as an important visual method in 
qualitative research either to obtain additional data or to prompt and guide verbal interviews. 
Images are used in PEIs either from the researcher or participants, depending upon the research 
goals and fieldwork practicalities. Despite the increasing use of PEIs in qualitative research, their 
potential as a qualitative tool for studying children's perspectives remains under-explored. In this 
paper, I explore the effectiveness of PEIs in research involving children, particularly in studies 
related to the social organization of space. Drawing on my reflections from conducting ethnography, 
I aim to highlight the significant interest children showed in PEIs. I used photographs, provided by 
me from different places of the area, to prompt and guide verbal qualitative interviews, which 
helped to study the social organization of space from children's perspectives. I argue that 
researchers can apply this type of PEIs with children, particularly those unfamiliar with social 
research, to understand their perspectives in an effective way.
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1. Introduction

Researchers and policymakers have acknowledged the critical importance of 
incorporating children's perspectives in research, particularly on issues directly 
affecting their lives (CLARK & STATHAM, 2005; COOPER, 2023). However, 
qualitative researchers face several challenges while involving children in 
research because validity or reliability of results differs when different 
methodologies are applied (CHRISTENSEN & JAMES, 2017; CREMIN, MASON 
& BUSHER, 2011; DARBYSHIRE, MacDOUGALL & SCHILLER, 2005). For 
example, some researchers have found conducting in-depth verbal interviews 
with children often impractical due to linguistic constraints, particularly when 
dealing with subjective concepts in a limited amount of time available during 
fieldwork (BARKER & SMITH, 2001; EINARSDÓTTIR, 2007; PUNCH, 2002). 
Similarly, complications arise from power imbalances between adult researchers 
and child participants (BODÉN, 2021; LANE, BLANK & JONES, 2019). 
Maintaining children's engagement during lengthy conversations is another 
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significant challenge that researchers face while conducting in-depth verbal 
interviews (GRAHAM & FITZGERALD, 2010). To overcome these challenges, 
mapping, drawings, games, or storytelling methods have been used by 
researchers (e.g., DEN BESTEN, 2010; KOGLER, ZARTLER & ZUCCATO-
DOUTLIK, 2021; LEHMAN-FRISCH, AUTHIER & DUFAUX, 2012). However, 
applying these methods with children pose some challenges in terms of logistics 
during fieldwork and subsequent data analysis. Some inherent issues in verbal 
interviews with children can be effectively addressed by using PEIs, such as 
maintaining their interest in the conversation and facilitating the generation of 
data which they can appropriately analyze (BEILIN, 2005; BRIGGS, STEDMAN & 
KRASNY, 2014; CAPPELLO, 2005; EPSTEIN, STEVENS, McKEEVER & 
BARUCHEL, 2006). [1]

BEILIN (2005) and BRIGGS et al. (2014) found PEIs particularly useful for 
understanding participants' attitudes toward space and the environment. 
Similarly, researchers study the relationship between children and their 
surroundings regarding their socialization, safety, and mobilities (CHRISTENSEN, 
MYGIND & BENTSEN, 2014; KRAFTL et al., 2022; RASMUSSEN, 2004; 
VEITCH, SALMON & BALL, 2007). Most researchers prefer using PEIs while 
investigating children's perspectives on socio-spatial relationships. Using PEIs 
not only addresses the constraints of using in-depth verbal interviews particularly 
with children but also because spatial experience is difficult to study only through 
verbal interviews (BEILIN, 2005; BRIGGS et al., 2014; JORGENSON & 
SULLIVAN, 2009; RASMUSSEN, 2004). Anthropologists in their studies on 
children faced similar challenges and have adopted similar solutions, just as other 
qualitative researchers did (BLUEBOND-LANGNER & KORBIN, 2007; 
CHRISTENSEN & JAMES, 2017). [2]

In this paper, I aim to demonstrate that PEIs, when used as a visual prompt and 
to guide verbal interviews, work as an effective method for researching children to 
mitigate their lack of interest and other aforementioned methodological 
constraints. I present my reflections from conducting an ethnographic project in a 
Pakistani village. This paper is based on data from my doctoral project using 
ethnography to explore cultural perceptions of time and space in relation to social 
change in rural Pakistan (MUGHAL, 2014). Here, I discuss how PEIs helped me 
to study children's perceptions of space—otherwise under-studied in the cultural 
context of rural Pakistan. [3]

I start with a literature review on the critical aspects of researching with children 
and the use of PEIs with children as used by researchers, often to mitigate the 
constraints of other methods (Section 2). I then discuss the study setting and the 
methodology to provide a context of this study (Section 3). This will be followed 
by a sample of results that I generated using PEIs with children, including my 
reflections on them (Section 4) which will lead to the last section of the paper in 
the discussion and conclusion (Section 5). [4]
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2. Literature Review: Researching Children and Using Photo-
Elicitation

The history of anthropological research related to children dates back many 
decades (e.g., CHILDS, 1949; JUNOD, 1927 [1912]; MEAD, 1932; RAUM, 1940). 
Over time, researchers from psychology, sociology, and geography have carried 
out studies regarding children and their lived experiences. However, Children's 
Studies, Childhood Studies, or New Childhood Studies as a formal domain 
emerged relatively recently (also see distinctions between them in ALANEN, 
2014; CORSARO & EVERITT, 2023; GOTTLIEB, 2018; LESNIK-OBERSTEIN, 
2011). In the United Nations’ Convention on the Rights of the Child, children's 
right to freely express their opinions on all matters affecting them are supported, 
with their views given fair attention based on their age and maturity. Therefore, 
over the last few decades, researchers and policymakers have encouraged the 
inclusion of children's perspectives in decision-making (BESSELL, 2011; 
BLUEBOND-LANGNER & KORBIN, 2007; CHRISTENSEN & JAMES, 2017; 
JABEEN, 2009; LUNDY, McEVOY & BYRNE 2011; MASTEN, 2018; ROGERS, 
SHEARER, HRYNIUK, RAY & REMPEL, 2021). Consequently, researchers now 
involve children in research as respondents or even co-researchers to include 
their perspectives in research concerning them (e.g., ALANEN, 2014; COYNE & 
CARTER, 2018; HONKANEN, POIKOLAINEN & KARLSSON, 2018; JOHNSON, 
PFISTER & VINDROLA-PADROS, 2013; MASON & WATSON, 2014; MILSTEIN, 
2010; POKU, CARESS & KIRK, 2019). [5]

Involving children in research requires careful consideration of research 
methodologies. Researchers develop and adapt different methods through 
interdisciplinary crossover because "methods belong to all of us" (BERNARD, 
2006, pp.1-2). The interdisciplinary studies on children are carried out from 
diverse perspectives in arts, humanities, behavioral and social sciences, 
educational studies, natural sciences, law, and medicine. Therefore, different 
researchers use different methods for conducting field research related to 
children. Their choice of methods depends on various factors, including research 
objectives, budget, ethical considerations, and the practicalities and logistics of 
fieldwork. They mostly use methods such as observations, interviews, and 
informal discussions, for collecting data about children and the issues concerning 
them (EINARSDÓTTIR, 2007; LANGE & MIERENDORFF, 2009; TICKLE, 2017). [6]

Children of ages 5-7 years and above are considered to be able to give interviews 
(GALE, POWELL & CARLTON, 2025). However, several limitations exist for 
children below 10-12 years old due to their cognitive, linguistic, and interactive 
skills, subject to other factors like socialization, education, and culture 
(DOCHERTY & SANDELOWSKI, 1999; LeVINE & NEW, 2008; VOGL, 2015). [7]

Since vocabulary is fundamentally important in interviews, children less than 
seven years of age, and in some cases 10-12 years of age, may struggle to 
grasp complex words and ideas due to linguistic constraints, and may lose 
interest in long and in-depth verbal interviews (CLARK, 1999; MacLEOD et al., 
2017; PONIZOVSKY-BERGELSON, DAYAN, WAHLE & ROER-STRIER, 2019; 
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PUNCH, 2002). Additionally, the power imbalance between adult researchers and 
child participants has been a major methodological and ethical issue in 
conducting interviews with children (BODÉN, 2021; KAY, CREE, TISDALL & 
WALLACE, 2003; MAYALL, 2017; MAYEZA, 2017; MORROW & RICHARDS, 
2007; POWELL, GRAHAM & TRUSCOTT, 2016; WATER, 2024). Adult 
interviewers often face hinderances during the conversations with children 
participants due to this power imbalance in which children are reluctant to engage 
in conversation. Therefore, many researchers have applied visual approaches 
such as photographs, arts-based methods such as drawing, or toys and games to 
engage children in research and to overcome these ethical issues (e.g., 
CAPPELLO, 2005; CLARK, 1999; COLLIER, 1987; DARBYSHIRE et al., 2005; 
EINARSDÓTTIR, 2007; HICKEY-MOODY, HORN, WILLCOX & FLORENCE, 
2021; JADUE ROA, WHITEBREAD & GARECA GUZMÁN, 2018; LEE & 
ABBOTT, 2009; LEONARD & McKNIGHT, 2015; SMITH, GIDLOW & STEEL, 
2012). [8]

Visual methods are used by anthropologists and other researchers for various 
purposes, such as attracting participants, providing evidence of fieldwork, and 
explaining phenomena (BANKS, 2001; EL GUINDI, 2008; SMITH et al., 2012). 
Over time, researchers in visual anthropology, sociology, marketing research, 
and public health have used images as a central tool in their methodological 
frameworks while researching children. BALLESTEROS-MEJÍA and MADERO 
(2024) analyzed the use of visual methods in diverse research areas and found 
that researchers employ different visual methods to achieve different research 
objectives, considering the practicalities of their fieldwork. [9]

A PEI is a qualitative research method where researchers incorporate images 
into interviews to generate additional data, to prompt and guide verbal interviews, 
or to evoke reactions from participants (HARPER, 2002; LEONARD & 
McKNIGHT, 2015). PEIs have been applied in diverse research contexts in 
different fields. Researchers aim to use a PEI to collect participants' responses to 
images, the social and personal meanings they attribute to these images and 
their content. In this way, they use images or visual impulses to stimulate 
emotions, memories, reflections, and discussions, which are not typically 
convenient to achieve through verbal conversations alone (EL GUINDI, 2008). 
FINSON and PEDERSON (2011) demonstrated that the meanings and reactions 
elicited through PEIs are significantly different from those produced by 
conventional in-depth verbal interviews for a range of cognitive, emotional, and 
social reasons. Consequently, researchers obtain different types of information by 
using PEIs, leading to varied analyses and discoveries about participants' 
perspectives. [10]

In PEIs, various types of images are utilized, including photographs, paintings, 
cartoons, videos, hand sketches, and graffiti, depending on the study's objectives 
(COWAN, 1999; HARPER, 2002; PEARSON & MISENER, 2024). In most cases, 
researchers provide photographs (known as researcher-driven PEI) and pose 
pertinent questions to participants about their views relevant to research 
objectives, or request them to organize photographs according to various themes 
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(COLLIER, 1987; WALSTRA, 2020). Alternatively, participants may be asked to 
provide photographs themselves and then discuss their content with the 
researcher (known as participant-driven PEIs). [11]

Despite their many advantages, BIGNANTE (2010) and BRIGGS et al. (2014) 
have also identified some limitations using PEIs, which pose challenges in data 
collection. The length of interviews and the nature or types of questions asked 
are among the critical aspects of conducting PEIs, particularly with children. 
While children are often attracted to photographs, they become bored during 
lengthy conversations. Therefore, using photographs does not necessarily make 
a difference in such situations. Moreover, there is also a risk of distraction from 
the research questions, as children tend to focus on certain aspects of the 
photographs that interest them but which may be irrelevant to the research 
objectives (BIGNANTE, 2010). At times, it can be difficult for adult researchers to 
guide or direct children to remain focused, considering ethical dimensions. 
Furthermore, the quality and specific view captured in the photograph are 
crucially significant. Children usually do not find a poor-quality photograph 
appealing and this is counter-productive in terms of time and resource 
management. Similarly, a researcher may struggle to obtain information relevant 
to the research objectives by using a photograph of the same landscape or view 
from a different and angle that is unfamiliar to children participants in space 
related studies. However, most researchers do not completely rely on photo-
elicitation as a single source of information due to its limitations. They often 
integrate these data with observations or other tools to achieve valid and reliable 
results (BEILIN, 2005; FORD et al., 2017; PINK, 2007). [12]

In another version of PEI, known as photovoice, participants take photographs to 
discuss and document their lives and experiences, as actionable knowledge 
(RAYNA & GARNIER, 2021; SHAW, 2021; WOODGATE, ZURBA & TENNENT, 
2017). It is usually applied in community-based projects. In this reflexive 
photography technique, researchers engage participants in actively producing 
and interpreting photographs (ALACA, ROCCA & MAGGI, 2017; ROMERA 
IRUELA, 2023). In this way, researchers gain insights into the interviewees' 
preferences and perspectives (CLARK, 1999; EL GUINDI, 2008; HARPER, 
2002). BEAZLEY (2008), BUTSCHI and HEDDERICH (2021) and VAN AUKEN, 
FRISVALL and STEWART (2010) found it helpful in empowering children as well. 
However, researchers face some constraints in this method with children, such as 
their inability to properly use cameras and ethical concerns from the community 
regarding privacy (BURNINGHAM et al., 2020; POKU et al., 2019). To overcome 
the limitations of PEIs, researchers implement modifications when working with 
children, depending on the research's requirements, context, and logistics 
(CLARK, 1999; CREMIN et al., 2011; DREW, DUNCAN & SAWYER, 2010; 
EPSTEIN et al., 2006). For example, to address some constraints related to 
children's lack of interest in in-depth interviews, I employed a specifically 
designed quantifiable method involving photographs (MUGHAL, 2021). I asked 
children to identify photographs and recorded the time taken to recognise each 
one, in order to study their perception of social boundaries through the familiarity 
level of the places. [13]
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3. The Study and Methodology

Most ethnographers and other researchers have traditionally focused on topics 
like kinship, ethnic boundaries, group relations, gender, education, and marriage 
customs in Pakistan, mainly from adults' perspectives (e.g., HOLDEN & 
CHAUDHARY, 2013; LYON, 2004; USMAN, 2016). Although there has been 
growing interest in studying children in Pakistan (ALI, YASEEN, MAKHDUM, 
QUDDOOS & SARDAR, 2021; BHATTI, SALEEM & MIAN, 2021; JABEEN, 2009; 
JALALZAI, 2004; JILLANI, 1997; SHAH et al., 2022), their perspectives are not 
typically considered. Social research is relatively novel to most children in 
Pakistan, especially in rural areas, making it challenging to include their 
perspectives using traditional methods. Therefore, I argue that there is a need to 
develop and use methodologies that help study children's perspectives in 
Pakistan effectively. [14]

In anthropology, space is conceptualized as a cultural construct that transcends 
mere physical dimensions (LOW, 2009; PINXTEN, VAN DOOREN & HARVEY, 
2018). Space is intertwined with social practices, symbols, and ideologies. It acts 
as a symbolic medium through which a culture articulates its values, identities, 
and power dynamics (AUCOIN, 2017). The social organization of space can 
significantly influence social interactions and hierarchies. Therefore, cultural 
perception of space provides insights into people's lived experiences and social 
realities (KOKOT, 2007). Children perceive their social and physical environment 
as they are socialized into the socio-spatial organization (HOLLOWAY & 
VALENTINE, 2000; LOEBACH & GILLILAND, 2010; RASMUSSEN, 2004). I 
studied people's perception and use of domestic space, village space or layout, and 
other places to understand their perception and social organization of space. [15]

For example, in rural Pakistani, the houses of a biraderi [kinship and social 
network] are closer to each other than to different biraderis. A biraderi is a social 
network, mainly based on kinship ties, whose members are related by blood or 
through conjugal relations (LYON, 2004; USMAN, 2016). However, this network 
may be extended to other relationships such as neighborhood (MUGHAL, 2015a). 
My ethnographic fieldwork was conducted in a village in 2010. This village had 
multiple biraderis. It was divided by a road into two settlements. People from 
different biraderis usually did not enter each other's settlements unless 
necessary, as most everyday exchanges of rights and obligations, such as 
participating in ceremonies or exchanging food, occurred normally within a 
biraderi (MUGHAL, 2018). Their differential access and perception about various 
parts of the village are shaped by their age, gender, and biraderi. This aspect of 
social organization was an important way to study socio-spatial relations, 
including social boundaries, in the village. I used various research methods in this 
project, including rapport building, participant observation, photography, and 
interviews that are common to ethnographic studies (BERNARD, 2006). Social 
connotations around spaces, assessing differential access to places through 
difficulty in recognizing it in photographs, and significance of different places were 
some of the goals of these PEIs. The project aimed at interpreting these 
responses within the cultural context of the rural social organization. [16]
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Involving children in the research was challenging. Children in rural areas of 
Pakistan are unfamiliar with social research. To explore children's perceptions of 
space, including socio-spatial relations and their surroundings, I used many 
methods considering the practicalities of the field and children's age and interest. 
Like many studies elsewhere, there were constraints with methodologies such as 
using in-depth verbal interviews. Some children studying in local schools were 
interested in drawing, mapping, and other methods, and were able to participate 
in interviews or discussions easily. I have explained elsewhere the children's 
perceptions of socio-spatial relations in terms of social boundaries, drawing on 
the information from these different methods in the same project (MUGHAL, 
2021). However, the children who could not be engaged in other methods 
effectively, such as in-depth interviews and mapping, were found to be 
particularly interested in photographs. [17]

In this paper, I discuss my reflections on using semi-structured, qualitative PEIs 
with these children to understand their perceptions of space. The description here 
is generally based on PEIs conducted from a sample of interviews of 15 children, 
girls and boys, ages about 8 to 12. These children had not been previously 
engaged in any social research. I, as the researcher, provided and selected the 
photographs. To do so, I used a digital camera of high resolution to take 
photographs of different places in the area during the project and used those 
color prints to prompt and guide the PEIs. I also noted children's reactions 
whether they were happy or intrigued to see these photographs. These interviews 
were audio-recorded and were then transcribed into text, which was used in 
analysis together with other data from this project. [18]

Ethical concerns were always discussed with parents and teachers beforehand, 
including how and where the interviews would be conducted, the types of 
questions that might be asked, and how the information would be used. Informed 
consent was obtained from the children and their parents or guardians regarding 
their participation in the research. All interviews were conducted in the presence 
of children's parents, adult siblings, or relatives. Ethical approval for the project 
was obtained from the departmental ethics approval committee. [19]

I faced several challenges in this research such as people in rural areas being 
largely unaware of social research, my positionality as a researcher, and other 
fieldwork practicalities. I have explained elsewhere different aspects and 
challenges of doing this ethnographic study (MUGHAL, 2015b). Here, I reflect on 
a few of them briefly to provide some context. One main aspect of my 
positionality was that I was conducting this study as "anthropology at home" 
(PEIRANO, 1998, p.105), which is a specific context of anthropology in which 
researchers study their own culture. I am native to the province but from another 
city. Two languages, Saraiki and Urdu, are spoken in the village by different 
social groups. I have native-level fluency in both languages, which helped me 
communicate easily with the local people in the village. In this way, I was 
considered an insider by the locals. However, as I belonged to a different city and 
was pursuing my PhD at a British university at that time of fieldwork, I was also 
considered an outsider. As a male researcher, my data were mostly based on 
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male participants due to gender segregation in the cultural context of rural 
Pakistan. However, this segregation is not rigid for children. This helped me to 
involve both male and female children in this study. [20]

4. My Reflections on Using PEIs With Children

The children involved in these PEIs were not familiar with using cameras and 
mobile phones at the time of the fieldwork. During these interviews, I showed 
them printed photographs and asked various questions about the locations; for 
example, which features helped them identify the place or how often did they visit 
this place? [21]

As BARKER and SMITH (2001) asserted, researchers must take great care when 
working with children by being aware of their own positionality. I was aware of my 
positionality and adopted my research methodology accordingly (MUGHAL, 
2015b, 2021). Some dimensions of my positionality, as mentioned before, 
included me being an adult male, native to the region but not from the village, and 
not familiar with these children prior to the project. To minimize the effects of 
power relations between the children and me, I adopted various strategies 
considering the cultural context. For example, I conducted PEIs by sitting at the 
same level as the children to address the power imbalance between children and 
me as an adult and male researcher. I opted for this because being a native to 
the area, I understood that children consider adults as mostly strangers 
accompanied by their teachers, as persons of authority who need to be respected 
and they normally do not talk freely to them. Remarkably, many children became 
interested in talking to me when they found me interviewing their parents or 
teachers as part of this project. Additionally, I interviewed these children in a 
group setting, where teachers, parents, siblings or other relatives were also 
present to maintain a comfortable social environment for the participants. [22]

Although anthropologists use various approaches to analyze different 
phenomena, they generally focus on the cultural context using ethnographic 
descriptions (BERNARD, 2006). The children's responses provided me with 
insights into how they perceive space and social relationships. Through these 
PEIs, I used anthropological analysis to understand how the children from a 
biraderi have more frequent everyday mobility and understanding of their 
surroundings, such as agricultural fields, streets, schools, market, playground, 
and houses of their relatives in the cultural context of social organization in the 
village (MUGHAL, 2014). [23]

During the PEIs, I presented photographs taken from various locations in and 
around the village, as well as from Lodhran city, to the children. Irrespective of 
age, gender, or biraderi, the children showed great interest in these photographs 
and were keen to describe the locations and indicate whether they had visited 
them previously. For instance, while looking at Figure 1, one child responded:

"This is Milad square. It is Lodhran. I go there with my father on a motorbike. There 
are many shops in this square" (Boy, 11).
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Figure 1: Milad Square in Lodhran City [24]

As the place shown in Figure 1 is one of the famous landmarks in Lodhran, 
almost all the children recognized it easily. It also provided an opportunity to 
gather additional information, such as the time it takes to reach that place by 
using different modes of transportation. This helped me to understand their 
mobilities. [25]

When shown a photograph of a sewage sump in the village (Figure 2), children 
from the biraderi whose homes are closer to this area recognized it easily. They 
mentioned that it was in their part (settlement) of the village. Conversely, children 
whose homes are in a different settlement did not recognize it as readily. 
However, after being given some hints or prompts, they were able to recognize it. 
This difficulty was also caused by the specific angle from which the photograph 
was taken. [26]

In addition, there was no significant difference in the age and gender of children 
in responses to this photograph. One child said:

"I know this place. I have seen it. It is near the house of my uncle. I go there many 
times with my family" (Girl, 9).
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Figure 2: Sewage sump [27]

The photograph of the village entrance along the road, shown in Figure 3, was 
easily recognized by all the children, despite the apparent lack of significant 
landmarks. As they crossed this part of the village regularly on their way to 
school, the market, and their relatives' houses, they recognized the photograph 
easily. One child remarked:

"I know this is in front of the mosque. It is near my house, and we play on the 
roadside. There is a cricket ground near that too" (Boy, 10). [28]

The same child was asked if he played on the cricket ground every day. He 
replied that he played there whenever he and his friends were free and when the 
older boys were not using the field. Little girls also recognized the photograph 
and responded to several questions related to the road. This interaction helped 
me to understand their perceptions of space in the village and mobilities, which 
contributed to the comparison of different concepts and perspectives across 
different ages and genders in the project. For instance, I noted that the girls of 
smaller age had greater mobility in the village space compared to adult women 
(MUGHAL, 2019).
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Figure 3: The road passing through the village [29]

Figure 4 shows bricks stacked in a brick-furnace. There are several local 
furnaces in the area (MUGHAL, 2014), and it is very difficult to recognize them by 
just looking at the view of the bricks in this photograph, as all furnaces look 
similar. Not a single adult or child during the project could recognize this 
photograph due to this specific view, including 12 children between the ages of 8 
to 12. They mentioned that if this photograph had been taken in their own village, 
they would have known where the furnace was located. However, the children 
were asked about the brick-furnace and if they knew the process of making 
bricks. In this way, although the children could not recognize the place, the 
exercise proved useful for asking several questions about their perception of 
space and knowledge about the environment.

Figure 4: Brick furnace [30]

Similarly, in other photographs where no prominent landscape feature was 
visible, children were unable to recognize the place (such as Figure 5). However, 
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they were able to explain other aspects of the photographs, such as different 
landscape features and the use of space. In Figure 5, a tractor with an 
agricultural machine was shown to the children. Some children could explain how 
the harvesting machines work and where the harvested crops are stored in the 
fields.

Figure 5: A tractor in the agricultural field [31]

In these PEIs, the children were not always focused on the research objectives. 
For example, if the photographs included people, written text, or images on walls 
or billboards that interested them, they were often led to many diversions. Some 
children were also shy at the beginning of the conversation, even with 
photographs. However, flipping through photographs to find ones that interested 
them helped engage the children. Additionally, keeping the interviews semi-
structured and open-ended encouraged the children to take an interest and 
participate in these PEIs. [32]

Since these interviews were audio-recorded, these recordings were transcribed 
into text and then interpreted using content analysis within the cultural context of 
the rural social organization. This was mainly done by extracting relevant 
information from the interview text to inform the anthropological analysis of the 
larger project that aimed at studying the cultural perception of time and space. 
Common constraints and issues associated with PEIs were also noted, such as in 
the example of Figure 2, where children were given hints to get deeper and 
meaningful insights. I have not provided a detailed analysis of the information 
presented here. Instead, I have referred to other publications from the project that 
this paper is based on to show how the results have been interpreted in detail as I 
have mainly focused here on my own reflections of using PEIs with children. [33]
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5. Discussion and Conclusion

Anthropologists study space as a cultural construct (AUCOIN, 2017; PINXTEN et 
al., 2018). The idea of space is not merely a physical dimension, such as a built 
environment or landscape, it is also associated with ideas, social practices, social 
boundaries, and symbols. Some aspects of the social organization of space in 
this paper have been studied through different dimensions including differential 
access to places and culturally perceived notions in the context of rural social 
organization. In particular, studying the social and physical layout of the village 
has been vital to understanding the social organization of space. This layout of 
Pakistani villages reflects kinship networks (i.e., biraderi) and other social and 
economic configurations and hierarchies (LYON, 2004; MUGHAL, 2015a, 2023; 
USMAN, 2016). I conducted PEIs with children to understand their perceptions of 
space. To further expand on questions related to children's perspectives of socio-
spatial relations such as those related to biraderi, mobility, and landscape, I 
prompted them with more questions to obtain meaningful information about their 
social worlds. [34]

Several researchers have found that PEIs can be effectively used with people of 
all age groups, particularly in research related to space and place (BANKS, 2001; 
BEILIN, 2005; EL GUINDI, 2008; HARPER, 2002). Despite several merits of 
using PEIs, it is certainly not the only method to use with children in fieldwork-
based research. Participant observation, unstructured verbal interviews, spot 
checks, videography, drawings, participatory GIS, and many other methods are 
also used by researchers to study children's experiences and document their 
perspectives (BARKER & SMITH, 2001; CHRISTENSEN & JAMES, 2017; 
TISDALL, DAVIS & GALLAGHER., 2008). The choice of specific methods, 
including visual ones, is informed by the researcher's experience, the 
practicalities of fieldwork, and research objectives (TICKLE, 2017). However, as 
discussed earlier, PEI helps researchers overcome some of the constraints 
posed by questionnaires and in-depth verbal interviews when researching 
children (MacLEOD et al., 2017; PONIZOVSKY-BERGELSON et al., 2019; 
PUNCH, 2002). [35]

Social networks, biraderi, patronage, politics, and other sociocultural aspects of 
rural Pakistan are important parts of social organization (HOLDEN & 
CHAUDHARY, 2013; LYON, 2004). However, children have not typically been a 
focus of these studies, often due to specific research objectives or the 
methodological and ethical constraints of studying children (JABEEN, 2009). 
Issues such as the power imbalance between researchers and child participants 
and the challenge of engaging children in research are common in different 
countries and cultural contexts. Acknowledging these constraints has always 
helped qualitative researchers to better address these issues by learning from 
diverse experiences (FORD et al., 2017; HARVEY & LAREAU, 2020). In this 
study, while not undermining the strength of in-depth verbal interviews or other 
conventional methods, I explored children's perspectives on the social 
organization of space by using PEIs. I have shown here that PEIs can be useful 
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for researching children in rural Pakistan, and can also help overcome some of 
the methodological constraints of in-depth verbal interviews. [36]

Acknowledgments

The ethnographic information in this paper is based on my PhD thesis at the 
University of Durham, UK. This work was supported by the University of Durham 
(Durham Doctoral Fellowship), the Royal Anthropological Institute (Sutasoma 
Award) and The Charles Wallace Pakistan Trust (Doctoral Bursary).

References

Alaca, Betül; Rocca, Carla & Maggi, Stefania (2017). Understanding communities through the eyes 
and voices of children. Early Child Development and Care, 187(7), 1095-1113.

Alanen, Leena (2014). Theorizing childhood. Childhood, 21(1), 3-6.

Ali, Kalim; Yaseen, Muhammad Ramzan; Makhdum, Muhammad Safdar Anwar; Quddoos, Abdul & 
Sardar, Azeem (2021). Socioeconomic determinants of primary school children dropout: A case 
study of Pakistan. International Journal of Educational Management, 35(6), 1221-1230.

Aucoin, Pauline McKenzie (2017). Toward an anthropological understanding of space and place. In 
Bruce B. Janz (Ed.), Place, space and hermeneutics. Contributions to hermeneutics (pp.395-412). 
Cham: Springer.

Ballesteros-Mejía, Maria & Madero, Marco Antonio (2024). Mapping visual-based methods: An 
interdisciplinary approach. Journal of Visual Literacy, 43(4), 285-307, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1051144X.2024.2420304 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Banks, Marcus (2001). Visual methods in social research. London: Sage.

Barker, John & Smith, Fiona (2001). Power, positionality and practicality: Carrying out fieldwork with 
children. Ethics, Place & Environment, 4(2), 142-147.

Beazley, Harriot (2008). The geographies and identities of street girls in Indonesia. In Marta 
Gutman & Ning De Coninck-Smith (Eds.), Designing modern childhoods: History, space and the 
material culture of children (pp.233-249). New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press.

Beilin, Ruth (2005). Photo-elicitation and the agricultural landscape: "Seeing" and "telling" about 
farming, community and place. Visual Studies, 20(1), 56-68.

Bernard, H. Russell (2006). Research methods in anthropology: Qualitative and quantitative  
approaches. London: Alta Mira Press.

Bessell, Sharon (2011). Influencing international child labour policy: The potential and limits of 
children-centred research. Children and Youth Services Review, 33(4), 564-568.

Bhatti, Muhammad Bilal; Saleem, Noshina & Mian, Hanan Ahmed (2021). Effects of parent-children 
communication on academic performance of the children: A study of southern Punjab, Pakistan. 
Journal of Early Childhood Care and Education, 5(1), 21-37, https://doi.org/10.30971/jecce.v5i1. 
[Accessed: May 26, 2025]

Bignante, Elisa (2010). The use of photo-elicitation in field research: Exploring Maasai 
representations and use of natural resources. EchoGéo, 11, http://echogeo.revues.org/11622 
[Accessed: November 12, 2024]

Bluebond-Langner, Myra & Korbin, Jill E. (2007). Challenges and opportunities in the anthropology 
of childhoods: An introduction to "children, childhoods, and childhood studies". American 
Anthropologist, 109(2), 241-246.

Bodén, Linnea (2021). On, to, with, for, by: Ethics and children in research. Children's Geographies, 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2021.1891405 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Briggs, Lilly P.; Stedman, Richard C. & Krasny, Marianne E. (2014). Photo-elicitation methods in 
studies of children's sense of place. Children, Youth and Environments, 24(3), 153-172.

Burningham, Kate; Venn, Susan; Bronwyn, Hayward; Nissen, Sylvia; Aoyagi, Midori; Hasan, 
Mohammad Mehedi; Jackson, Tim; Jha, Vimlendu; Mattar, Helio; Schudel, Ingrid & Yoshida, Aya 

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://doi.org/10.1080/14733285.2021.1891405
http://echogeo.revues.org/11622
https://doi.org/10.1080/1051144X.2024.2420304


FQS 26(3), Art. 4, Muhammad A.Z. Mughal: Photos and Children: 
Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews While Researching Children

(2020). Ethics in context: Essential flexibility in an international photo-elicitation project with children 
and young people. International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 23(1), 7-22.

Butschi, Corinne & Hedderich, Ingeborg (2021). How to involve young children in a photovoice 
project. Experiences and results. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung Forum: Qualitative Social  
Research, 22(1), Art. 5, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-22.1.3457 [Accessed: May 26, 2025].

Cappello, Marva (2005). Photo interviews: Eliciting data through conversations with children. Field 
Methods, 17(2), 170-182.

Childs, Gladwyn Murray (1949). Umbundu kinship and character. London: Oxford University Press.

Christensen, Janne H.; Mygind, Lise & Bentsen, Peter (2014). Conceptions of place: Approaching 
space, children and physical activity. Children's Geographies, 117(3), 100-118.

Christensen, Pia & James, Allison (Eds.). (2017). Research with children: Perspectives and 
practices (3rd ed.). London: Routledge.

Clark, Alison & Statham, June (2005). Listening to young children: Experts in their own lives. 
Adoption & Fostering, 29(1), 45-56.

Clark, Cindy Dell (1999). The autodriven interview: A photographic viewfinder into children's 
experience. Visual Sociology, 14(1), 39-50.

Collier, John Jr. (1987). Visual anthropology's contributions to the field of anthropology. Visual  
Anthropology, 1(1), 37-46.

Cooper, Victoria (2023). Child focused research: Disconnected and disembodied voices. 
Childhood, 30(1), 71-85.

Corsaro, William A. & Everitt, Judson G. (2023). The sociology of childhood (6th ed.). Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage.

Coyne, Imelda & Carter, Bernie (Eds.) (2018). Being participatory: Researching with children and 
young people: Co-constructing knowledge using creative techniques. Dordrecht: Springer.

Cowan, Peter. (1999). "Drawn" into the community: Re considering the artwork of Latino‐  
adolescents. Visual Sociology, 14(1), 91-101.

Cremin, Hilary; Mason, Carolynne & Busher, Hugh (2011). Problematising pupil voice using visual 
methods: Findings from a study of engaged and disaffected pupils in an urban secondary school. 
British Educational Research Journal, 37(4), 585-603.

Darbyshire, Philip; MacDougall, Colin & Schiller, Wendy (2005). Multiple methods in qualitative 
research with children: More insight or just more?. Qualitative Research, 5(4), 417-436.

den Besten, Olga (2010). Visualising social divisions in Berlin: Children's after-school activities in 
two contrasted city neighbourhoods. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social  
Research, 11(2), Art. 35, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-11.2.1488 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Docherty, Sharron & Sandelowski, Margarete (1999). Interviewing children. Research in Nursing & 
Health, 22(2), 177-185.

Drew, Sarah E.; Duncan, Rony E. & Sawyer, Susan M. (2010). Visual storytelling: A beneficial but 
challenging method for health research with young people. Qualitative Health Research, 20(12), 
1677-1688.

Einarsdóttir, Jóhanna (2007). Research with children: Methodological and ethical challenges. 
European Early Childhood Education Research Journal, 15(2), 197-211.

El Guindi, Fadwa (2008). From pictorializing to visual anthropology. In H. Russell Bernard (Ed.), 
Handbook of methods in cultural anthropology (pp.459-511). Walnut Creek, CA: Alta Mira Press.

Epstein, Iris; Stevens, Bonnie; McKeever, Patricia & Baruchel, Sheila (2006). Photo elicitation 
interview (PEI): Using photos to elicit children's perspectives. International Journal of Qualitative  
Methods, 5(3), https://doi.org/10.1177/160940690600500301 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Finson, Kevini & Pederson, Jon (2011). What are visual data and what utility do they have in 
science education?. Journal of Visual Literacy, 30, 66-85.

Ford, Karen; Bray, Lucy; Water, Tineke; Dickinson, Annette; Arnott, Janine & Carter, Bernie (2017). 
Auto-driven photo elicitation interviews in research with children: Ethical and practical 
considerations. Comprehensive Child and Adolescent Nursing, 40(2), 111-125.

Gale, Victoria; Powell, Philip A. & Carlton, Jill (2025). Young children (6-7 years) can meaningfully 
participate in cognitive interviews assessing comprehensibility in health-related quality of life 

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://doi.org/10.1177/160940690600500301
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-11.2.1488
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-22.1.3457


FQS 26(3), Art. 4, Muhammad A.Z. Mughal: Photos and Children: 
Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews While Researching Children

domains: A qualitative study. Quality of Life Research, https://doi.org/10.1007/s11136-025-03940-z 
[Accessed: May 26, 2025].

Gottlieb, Alma (2018). The new childhood studies: Reflections on some recent collaborations 
between anthropologists and psychologists. AnthropoChildren, 8, https://doi.org/10.25518/2034-
8517.3162 [Accessed: May 11, 2025].

Graham, Anne & Fitzgerald, Robyn (2010). Children's participation in research: Some possibilities 
and constraints in the current Australian research environment. Journal of Sociology, 46(2), 133-
147.

Harper, Douglas (2002). Talking about pictures: A case for photo elicitation. Visual Studies, 17(1), 
13-26.

Harvey, Peter Francis & Lareau, Annette (2020). Studying children using ethnography: Heightened 
challenges and balancing acts. Bulletin of Sociological Methodology / Bulletin de Méthodologie  
Sociologique, 146(1), 16-36.

Hickey-Moody, Anna; Horn, Cristine; Willcox, Marissa & Florence, Eloise (2021). Arts-based 
methods for research with children. Dordrecht: Springer Nature.

Holden, Livia & Chaudhary, Azam (2013). Daughters' inheritance, legal pluralism, and governance 
in Pakistan. The Journal of Legal Pluralism and Unofficial Law, 45(1), 104-123.

Holloway, Sarah L. & Valentine, Gill (2000). Children's geographies: Playing, living, learning. 
London: Routledge.

Honkanen, Kati; Poikolainen, Jaana & Karlsson, Liisa (2018). Children and young people as co-
researchers: Researching subjective well-being in residential areas with visual and verbal methods. 
Children's Geographies, 16(2), 184-195.

Jabeen, Tahira (2009). But I've never been asked! Research with children in Pakistan. Children's  
Geographies, 7(4), 405-419.

Jadue Roa, Daniela Sofía; Whitebread, David & Gareca Guzmán, Benjamín (2018). Methodological 
issues in representing children's perspectives in transition research. European Early Childhood 
Education Research Journal, 26(5), 760-779.

Jalalzai, Musa Khan (Ed.) (2004). Child labor and child abuse in Pakistan. Lahore: Bookbiz.

Jillani, Anees (1997). Child labour: The legal aspects. Islamabad: Society for the Protection of the 
Rights of the Child (SPARC).

Johnson, Ginger A.; Pfister, Anne E. & Vindrola Padros, Cecilia (2013). Drawings, photos, and‐  
performances: Using visual methods with children. Visual Anthropology Review, 28(2), 164-178.

Jorgenson, Jane & Sullivan, Tracy (2009). Accessing children's perspectives through participatory 
photo interviews. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 11(1), 
Art. 8, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-11.1.447 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Junod, Henri Alexandre (1927 [1912]). Life in a South African tribe. London: Macmillan.

Kay, Helen; Cree, Viviene; Tisdall, Kay & Wallace, Jennifer (2003). At the edge: Negotiating 
boundaries in research with children and young people. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung /  
Forum: Qualitative Social Research, 4(2), Art. 33, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-4.2.706 [Accessed: 
November 12, 2024].

Kogler, Raphaela; Zartler, Ulrike & Zuccato-Doutlik, Marlies (2021). Participatory childhood 
research with concept cartoons. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative Social  
Research, 22(2), Art. 1, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-22.2.3485 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Kokot, Waltraud (2007). Culture and space–anthropological approaches. Ethnoscripts, 9(1), 10-23. 

Kraftl, Peter; Andrews, William; Beech, Suzanne; Ceresa, Giulia; Holloway, Sarah L.; Johnson, 
Vicky & White, Catherine (2022). Geographies of education: A journey. Area, 54(1), 15-23.

Lane, Danielle; Blank, Jolyn & Jones, Phyllis (2019). Research with children: Context, power, and 
representation. The Qualitative Report, 24(4), 693-704, https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-
3715/2019.3556 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Lange, Andreas & Mierendorff, Johanna (2009). Method and methodology in childhood research. In 
Jens Qvortrup, William A. Corsaro & Michael-Sebastian Honig (Eds.), The Palgrave handbook of 
childhood studies (pp.78-95). London: Palgrave Macmillan.

Lee, Jessica & Abbott, Rebecca (2009). Physical activity and rural young people's sense of place. 
Children's Geographies, 7(2), 191-208.

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2019.3556
https://doi.org/10.46743/2160-3715/2019.3556
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-22.2.3485
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-4.2.706
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-11.1.447
https://doi.org/10.25518/2034-8517.3162
https://doi.org/10.25518/2034-8517.3162
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11136-025-03940-z


FQS 26(3), Art. 4, Muhammad A.Z. Mughal: Photos and Children: 
Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews While Researching Children

Lehman-Frisch, Sonia; Authier, Jean-Yves & Dufaux, Frédéric (2012). "Draw me your 
neighbourhood": A gentrified Paris neighbourhood through its children's eyes. Children's  
Geographies, 10(1), 17-34.

Leonard, Madeleine & McKnight, Martina (2015). Look and tell: Using photo-elicitation methods with 
teenagers. Children's Geographies, 13(6), 629-642.

Lesnik-Oberstein, Karín (Ed.). (2011). Children in culture, revisited: Further approaches to 
childhood. London: Palgrave Macmillan.

LeVine, Robert A. & New, Rebecca S. (Eds.) (2008). Anthropology and child development: A cross-
cultural reader. Malden, MA: Blackwell.

Loebach, Janet & Gilliland, Jason (2010). Child-led tours to uncover children's perceptions and use 
of neighborhood environments. Children, Youth & Environments, 20(1), 52-90.

Low, Setha M. (2009). Towards an anthropological theory of space and place. Semiotica, 175, 21-
37.

Lundy, Laura; McEvoy, Lesley & Byrne, Bronagh (2011). Working with young children as co-
researchers: An approach informed by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child. 
Early Education & Development, 22(5), 714-736.

Lyon, Stephen M. (2004). An anthropological analysis of local politics and patronage in a Pakistani  
village. Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press.

Macleod, Emily; Woolford, June; Hobbs, Linda; Gross, Julien; Hayne, Harlene & Patterson, Tess 
(2017). Interviews with children about their mental health problems: The congruence and validity of 
information that children report. Clinical Child Psychology and Psychiatry, 22(2), 229-244.

Mason, Jan & Watson, Elizabeth (2014). Researching children: Research on, with, and by children. 
In Asher Ed Ben-Arieh, Ferran Ed Casas, Ivar Ed Frønes & Jill E. Korbin (Eds.), Handbook of child 
well-being (pp.2757-2796). Dordrecht: Springer.

Masten, Ann S. (2018). Resilience theory and research on children and families: Past, present, and 
promise. Journal of Family Theory & Review, 10(1), 12-31.

Mayall, Berry (2017). Conversations with children: Working with generational issues. In Pia 
Christensen & Allison James (Eds.), Research with children: Perspectives and practices (pp.109-
124). London: Routledge.

Mayeza, Emmanuel (2017). Doing child-centered ethnography: Unraveling the complexities of 
reducing the perceptions of adult male power during fieldwork. International Journal of Qualitative  
Methods, 16(1), https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406917714162 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Mead, Margaret (1932). An investigation of the thought of primitive children, with special reference 
to animism. The Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, 62, 173-
190.

Milstein, Diana (2010). Children as co-researchers in anthropological narratives in education. 
Ethnography and Education, 5(1), 1-15.

Morrow, Virginia & Richards, Martin (2007). The ethics of social research with children: An 
overview. Children & Society, 10(2), 90-105.

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2014). Time, space and social change in rural Pakistan: An ethnographic 
study of Jhokwala village, Lodhran district. Doctoral thesis, anthropology, University of Durham, UK, 
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9492/1/Mughal_PhD.pdf [Accessed: May 26, 2025].

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2015a). Domestic space and socio-spatial relationships in rural Pakistan. 
South Asia Research, 35(2), 214-234.

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2015b). Being and becoming native: A methodological enquiry into doing 
anthropology at home. Anthropological Notebooks, 21(1), 121-132, https://anthropological-
notebooks.zrc-sazu.si/Notebooks/article/view/178/153 [Accessed: May 26, 2025]

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2018). Exchange relations and social change in rural Pakistan: Rituals 
and ceremonies of childbirth, marriage and death. South Asia Research, 38(2), 177-194.

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2019). From sickle to pen: Women's education and everyday mobility in 
rural Pakistan. Transfers, 9(2), 82-100. 

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2021). Children's perception of social boundaries: The intersectionality of 
age and social group affiliation in rural Pakistan. Children & Society, 35(2), 213-228.

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://anthropological-notebooks.zrc-sazu.si/Notebooks/article/view/178/153
https://anthropological-notebooks.zrc-sazu.si/Notebooks/article/view/178/153
http://etheses.dur.ac.uk/9492/1/Mughal_PhD.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406917714162


FQS 26(3), Art. 4, Muhammad A.Z. Mughal: Photos and Children: 
Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews While Researching Children

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2023). Landscape, space, and time: Navigating the cultural landscape 
through socio-spatial and socio-temporal organization in rural Pakistan. GeoJournal, 88(6), 6175-
6187.

Pearson, Erin & Misener, Laura (2024). Photo-elicitation approaches. In Kyle A. Rich, Robyn Smith 
& Audrey R. Giles (Eds.), Participatory research in sport and physical activity (pp.101-113). 
London: Routledge.

Peirano, Mariza G.S. (1998) When anthropology is at home: The different contexts of a single 
discipline. Annual Review of Anthropology, 27(1), 105-128.

Pink, Sarah (2007). Doing visual ethnography: Images, media and representation in research (2nd 
ed.). London: Sage.

Pinxten, Rik; Van Dooren, Ingrid & Harvey, Frank (2018). The anthropology of space. Philadelphia, 
PA: University of Pennsylvania Press.

Poku, Brenda Agyeiwaa; Caress, Ann-Louise & Kirk, Susan (2019). The opportunities and 
challenges of using photo-elicitation in child-centered constructivist grounded theory research. 
International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 18, https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406919851627 
[Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Ponizovsky-Bergelson, Yael; Dayan, Yael; Wahle, Nira & Roer-Strier, Dorit (2019). A qualitative 
interview with young children: What encourages or inhibits young children's participation?. 
International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 18, https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406919840516 
[Accessed: November 12, 2024]

Powell, Mary Ann; Graham, Anne & Truscott, Julia (2016). Ethical research involving children: 
Facilitating reflexive engagement. Qualitative Research Journal, 16(2), 197-208.

Punch, Samantha (2002). Research with children: The same or different from research with 
adults?. Childhood, 9(3), 321-341.

Rasmussen, Kim (2004). Places for children—Children's places. Childhood, 11(2), 155-173.

Raum, Otto Friedrich (1940). Chaga childhood. London: Oxford University Press.

Rayna, Sylvie & Garnier, Pascale (2021). Toddlers taking pictures of their preschool life: Towards a 
reflexive approach of qualitative research with young children. Early Years, 41(2-3), 305-321.

Rogers, Laura G.; Shearer, Kathleen; Hryniuk, Sarah Southon; Ray, Lynne & Rempel, Gwen R. 
(2021). Beyond the interview guide: Experiences of practically and mindfully implementing interview 
guidelines when conducting research with children and adolescents with chronic conditions and 
their siblings. International Journal of Qualitative Methods, 20, 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406920982148 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Romera Iruela, María Jesús (2023). Photovoice and photo-elicitation: Similarities, differences, 
incorporation and contribution in in-service teacher training. In Antoni Bautista García-Vera (Ed.), 
Photographic elicitation and narration in teachers education and development (pp.61-75). Cham: 
Springer, https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-20164-6_5 [Accessed: May 26, 2025].

Shah, Ashfaq Ahmad; Ajiang, Chen; Gong, Zaiwu; Khan, Nasir Abbas; Ali, Muhammad; Ahmad, 
Munir; Abbas, Azhar & Shahid, Aamna (2022). Reconnoitering school children vulnerability and its 
determinants: Evidence from flood disaster-hit rural communities of Pakistan. International Journal  
of Disaster Risk Reduction, 70, 102735.

Shaw, Patricia A. (2021). Photo-elicitation and photo-voice: Using visual methodological tools to 
engage with younger children's voices about inclusion in education. International Journal of  
Research & Method in Education, 44(4), 337-351.

Smith, Erin F.; Gidlow, Bob & Steel, Gary (2012). Engaging adolescent participants in academic 
research: The use of photo-elicitation interviews to evaluate school-based outdoor education 
programmes. Qualitative Research, 12(4), 367-387.

Tickle, Sarah (2017). Ethnographic research with young people: Methods and rapport. Qualitative  
Research Journal, 17(2), 66-76.

Tisdall, Kay; Davis, John & Gallagher, Michael (2008). Researching with children and young 
people: Research design, methods and analysis. London: Sage.

Usman, Ahmed (2016). Marginalized voters and supporters: Biradari system, caste hierarchy and 
rights to political participation in rural Punjab. Journal of Political Studies, 23(2), 607-616.

Van Auken, Paul M.; Frisvall, Svein J. & Stewart, Susan I. (2010). Visualising community: Using 
participant-driven photo-elicitation for research and application. Local Environment, 15(4), 373-388.

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-031-20164-6_5
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406920982148
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406919840516
https://doi.org/10.1177/1609406919851627


FQS 26(3), Art. 4, Muhammad A.Z. Mughal: Photos and Children: 
Using Photo-Elicitation Interviews While Researching Children

Veitch, Jenny; Salmon, Jo & Ball, Kylie (2007). Children's perceptions of the use of public open 
spaces for active free-play. Children's Geographies, 5(4), 409-422.

Vogl, Susanne (2015). Children's verbal, interactive and cognitive skills and implications for 
interviews. Quality & Quantity, 49, 319-338.

Walstra, Vincent (2020). Picturing the group: Combining photo-elicitation and focus group methods. 
Anthrovision, 8(1), https://doi.org/10.4000/anthrovision.6790 [Accessed: November 12, 2024].

Water, Tineke (2024). Ethical issues in participatory research with children and young people. In 
Imelda Coyne & Bernie Carter (Eds.), Being participatory: Researching with children and young 
people (pp.39-64). Cham: Springer.

Woodgate, Roberta L.; Zurba, Melanie & Tennent, Pauline (2017). Worth a thousand words? 
Advantages, challenges and opportunities in working with photovoice as a qualitative research 
method with youth and their families. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung Forum: Qualitative Social  
Research, 18(1), Art. 2, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-18.1.2659 [Accessed: May 12, 2025].

Author

Muhammad A.Z. MUGHAL is an assistant 
professor in the Department of Global Studies 
and a research scholar in the Interdisciplinary 
Research Center for Finance and Digital 
Economy at King Fahd University of Petroleum 
& Minerals, Saudi Arabia.

Contact:

Muhammad A. Z. Mughal

Department of Global Studies /
Interdisciplinary Research Center for Finance 
and Digital Economy
King Fahd University of Petroleum & Minerals, 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia

E-mail: mughalmaz@gmail.com
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9934-8466

Citation

Mughal, Muhammad A.Z. (2025). Photos and children: Using photo-elicitation interviews while 
researching children [36 paragraphs]. Forum Qualitative Sozialforschung / Forum: Qualitative  
Social Research, 26(3), Art. 4, https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-26.3.4311.

FQS https://www.qualitative-research.net/

https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-26.3.4311
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9934-8466
mailto:mughalmaz@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.17169/fqs-18.1.2659
https://doi.org/10.4000/anthrovision.6790

